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SHARE‘S MISSION AND VISION

Our Mission
SHARE,  the  Survey  of  Health,  Ageing  and  Re-

tirement  in  Europe,  is a research infrastructure 

for studying the effects of health, social, econom-

ic and environmental policies over the life-course 

of European citizens and beyond. From 2004 until 

today, 616,000 in-depth interviews with 159,000 

respondents aged 50 or older from 28 European 

countries and Israel have been conducted. 

SHARE is the largest pan-European social science 

panel study providing internationally compara-

ble longitudinal micro data, which allows insights 

in the fields of public health and socio-economic 

living conditions of European individuals, both for 

scientists and policy makers. 

SHARE is the ideal database to study the non-in-

tended socio-economic and health consequences 

of the epidemiological containment decisions and 

the long-term effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 

due to its life-course and multidisciplinary approach 

combining health with socio-economic data. 

SHARE has global impact since it not only covers 

all EU member countries in a strictly harmonised 

way but additionally is embedded in a network of 

sister studies all over the world, from the Americas 

to Eastern Asia, now also expanding to Africa.

SHARE’S MISSION & VISION

SHARE 
Empowers decision makers to make 
data-driven decisions by providing 
world-class research and data 
to researchers on how 
people respond to a 
changing world. 

Our Vision 
How do people respond to a changing world? 

The need to face health risks even in modern times 

was highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Glob-

al crises are reaching out to Europe. The effects of 

demographic change are becoming noticeable in 

Europe´s ageing societies. Therefore, longitudinal 

data that allow for cross-country comparisons and 

research with a lifecycle perspective are needed to 

investigate how people cope with a changing world 

– who wins and who loses. SHARE will therefore 

expand collaboration and research projects particu-

larly in the following areas: “Baby Boomer Retire-

ment, Silver Economy and Digitalization”, “Health 

prevention and maintenance in an aging world”, 

“Flexible elderly care” and “Growing inequalities”. 

SHARE´s scientific aim is to stay a world leader in 

harmonizing international surveys and strengthen 

its connections in a global network of similar sur-

veys. To achieve this, SHARE focuses on methodo-

logical innovations: multi-mode interviews, flexible 

frequency, objective data and links to process data. 

With the establishment of the SHARE BERLIN In-

stitute, SHARE evolved scientifically through new 

partnerships and scientific concepts, while remain-

ing true to its unique selling point: SHARE’s funda-

mental structure as a panel as well as its multidisci-

plinary and international design. 

SHARE’s vision is to help improve people’s lives by 

providing world-class research and data on how 

people respond to a changing world. 
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Welcome to the 11th SHARE-ERIC Annual Activity Report, which provides detailed insights into the scientific 

achievements, operational activities and financial aspects of SHARE-ERIC in 2022. 

The past year has marked a new era for SHARE: With the establishment of the SHARE BERLIN Institute, the 

move of SHARE Central from Munich to Berlin and the setup of a new management of SHARE, the founda-

tion for SHARE’s future has been laid. Building on this foundation, another major step has been taken: At 

the 15th SHARE-ERIC Council in November, the SHARE-ERIC delegates adopted a revision of the SHARE-ERIC 

Statutes, enabling us to extend SHARE beyond 2024 and to work together to ensure its long-term sustain-

ability. The new Statutes reflect SHARE’s resilience and commitment to excellence in research. 

As we navigate these challenging times, our consortium remains dedicated to fostering collaboration and 

driving scientific progress for the benefit of all. I am confident that our collective efforts will enable SHARE to 

continue making meaningful contributions to society and addressing the complex challenges facing Europe 

and the world. The new SHARE BERLIN Institute, which became operational in January 2023, will strengthen 

the European and German research infrastructure landscape and offers a sound basis to further enhance the 

transfer of SHARE research into the political sphere.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank not only all SHARE-ERIC member states and participating 

countries for their continued support as well as the founding partners of the SHARE BERLIN Institute – na-

mely the WZB Berlin Social Science Center, the German Institute for Economic Research (DIW), the Charité 

– Universitätsmedizin Berlin and the German Centre of Gerontology – Deutsches Zentrum für Altersfragen 

(DZA) – for their efforts towards the long-term future of the SHARE infrastructure.

2022 has been a difficult year for SHARE. At the end of 2021, we were optimistic that the COVID-19 

pandemic will end and that we could start Wave 9 with minimal delay in the usual fashion. In fact, COVID-19 

became endemic and still is affecting people in Europe and globally. Consequently, it was much harder to 

recruit interviewers, and respondents were reluctant to be interviewed face-to-face. SHARE has adapted 

by stretching the survey schedule and is pushing ahead with “SHARE 2.0” that will contain more flexible 

survey methods. We will use all available communication modes rather than relying solely on face-to-face 

interviewing, and we will split the interview in a core with questions that are essential for SHARE as a stable 

pan-European long-term panel study and in-between modules that focus on pressing issues.

The other big challenge for SHARE in 2022 was to set up a new organizational structure. This culminated in 

the opening of the new SHARE BERLIN Institute on January 1, 2023, with David Richter as Director SHARE 

Infrastructure and Sylvia Becker as Managing Director. The SHARE BERLIN Institute replaces the Max Planck 

Society as a host for SHARE Central, the machine room that internationally coordinates and executes the 

scientific and operational activities of SHARE. SHARE-ERIC, which oversees the strategic, financial and legal 

development of SHARE will remain in Munich for the time being, hosted by the Munich Research Institute 

for the Economics of Aging and SHARE Analyses. This organizational change implied a new employer for 

the SHARE staff, a new IT set-up, and a lot of change management. Let me express my gratitude to the staff 

and the new leadership at the SHARE BERLIN Institute for their endurance.

The COVID-19 pandemic and the war in the Ukraine have put governments under financial strain. In combination 

with the high inflation, budgets for science are under pressure. Expenditures are increasing but grant budgets 

do not grow in proportion. This is the third major challenge for SHARE in 2022 and has forced us to slow down. 

We are grateful to the Commission and the national governments, which fund the bulk of SHARE’s work in spite 

of these difficulties. We are fortunate to have a Council with understanding and helping delegates, and project 

officers at DG RTD and DG EMPL who are guiding us. Specifically, I would like to thank the BMBF and the Council 

Chair, Sandro Holzheimer, who have strongly supported the foundation 

of the SHARE BERLIN Institute, and Elsa Fornero, the outgoing Council’s 

vice chair, who has accompanied SHARE through difficult transition times. 

Let me finally thank the 28 country teams. They are the foundation of 

SHARE. It was good to see them all in Helsinki in person after too many 

meetings that were only virtual, and to realize that SHARE is a genuinely 

European project, which does not only produce scientific results but also 

makes a small contribution to European cohesion.

Prof. Dr. h.c. Axel Börsch-Supan, Ph.D.

Managing Director of SHARE-ERIC

Dr. Sandro Holzheimer

SHARE-ERIC Chair

FOREWORD

THE CHAIR THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
FOREWORD FROM FOREWORD FROM
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With the growing ageing population in Europe, 

well-founded evaluation of the effects of health, 

social, economic and environmental policies on the 

lives of European citizens becomes ever more im-

portant. In order to meet this challenge, excellent 

scientific research based on excellent data is need-

ed. SHARE, the Survey of Health, Ageing and Re-

tirement in Europe, was created to deliver the data 

to conduct this research. In 2004, SHARE started 

interviewing people of the generation 50+. Since 

then, the same people have been interviewed every 

two years. As of Wave 9, the latest wave of data 

collection, SHARE has conducted around 616,000 

in-depth interviews with 159,000 respondents. In 

general, specially trained interviewers collect the 

data on the participants’ economic, social and 

health situation in computer-assisted personal in-

terviews. This data is complemented by large-scale 

objective physical measures, such as grip strength, 

lung function and chair stand as well as blood-

based biomarkers and an extensive measurement 

of cognition. Additionally, in the course of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, SHARE has conducted two 

Corona Surveys with telephone interviews. Thus, 

SHARE is the largest pan-European social science 

panel study providing internationally compara-

ble longitudinal micro data, which allows insights 

in the fields of public health and socio-economic 

living conditions of European individuals, both for 

scientists and policy makers. 

Research on a Global Scale
SHARE operates in all Member States of the Eu-

ropean Union as well as in Switzerland and Isra-

el. Strictly harmonised questionnaires guarantee 

WHAT IS SHARE?

The Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe

WHAT IS SHARE?

cross-national comparability. SHARE is also em-

bedded in a global network of sister studies, ena-

bling comparative research on a truly global scale. 

Exploiting Europe’s 
“Natural Observatory”
With the help of SHARE data, researchers can 

provide a better understanding of how individuals 

and families are affected by various policy deci-

sions. The survey exploits Europe’s institutional, 

economic, social and cultural diversity as a “natu-

ral observatory” to investigate the impact of policy 

decisions.  In particular, it analyses the second half 

of the life cycle and brings together many scientif-

ic disciplines, including demography, economics, 

epidemiology, psychology, sociology, medicine, 

biology and statistics. SHARE’s special datasets 

include retrospective data on the respondents’ 

entire life course, the linkage of survey data with 

institutional pension information, objective health 

measures like biomarkers and accelerometer data, 

or a simplified dataset for training and teaching 

purposes. The data are available to all qualifying 

researchers around the globe free of charge.

Deep understanding of crisis 
effects and challenges
Be it the financial crisis of 2008 or the global 

pandemic of 2020: SHARE is an excellent tool 

to research and understand the effects of crises 

and societal challenges in Europe and beyond. 

With the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

SHARE has become even more important as a 

tool for evidence-based policy making. It offers 

the ideal infrastructure to study the non-intend-

ed socio-economic and health consequences of 

the epidemiological containment decisions and 

the long-term effects of the COVID-19 pandem-

ic due to its life-course and multidisciplinary ap-

proach. These synergies have been pooled in the 

SHARE-COVID19 research project, funded by Ho-

rizon 2020 and the Coronavirus Global Response.

SHARE-ERIC
SHARE has become a major pillar of the European 

Research Area, culminating in SHARE’s elevation 

to ESFRI-landmark status in 2016, ten years after 

its selection as one of the projects to be imple-

mented by the European Strategy Forum on Re-

search Infrastructures (ESFRI) in 2006. In March 

2011, SHARE was given a new legal status as 

the first ever European Research Infrastructure 

Consortium (ERIC). Since then, SHARE-ERIC, led 

by its Managing Director Professor Dr. h.c. Axel 

Börsch-Supan, Ph.D., at the Munich Research In-

stitute for the Economics of Aging and SHARE 

Analyses, is the legal and financial “shell” for all 

SHARE operations, with the country teams, co-

ordination teams, and – most importantly – the 

central coordination team as associated partners. 

SHARE-ERIC is a legal body under European law, 

which is a great advantage for funding and pro-

curing SHARE’s survey activities.

Central Coordination
Until 2023, SHARE was centrally coordinated in 

close cooperation with the Max Planck Society. 

About 44 people have worked in the SHARE cen-

tral office in Munich at the end of 2022, taking 

care of the Database Management, Questionnaire 

Development, Survey Methodology, Operations, 

and the various research projects of SHARE. They 

are complemented by the Financial Affairs, Euro-

pean Relations and International Management, 

and Public Relations units, which are responsible 

for the administrative aspects of the survey, such 

as funding, governance, central procurement for 

the survey agencies, data protection and public 

relations. As of 1.1.2023, the SHARE central of-

fice has been relocated to its new home in Berlin, 

the SHARE BERLIN Institute. The SHARE BERLIN 

Institute is managed by Prof. Dr. David Richter, Di-

rector SHARE Infrastructure and International Co-

ordinator of SHARE, and the commercial manager 

Sylvia Becker. Until the end of 2024, the seat of 

SHARE-ERIC remains in Munich. 

Area Coordination 
SHARE’s multidisciplinarity is reflected in the coordi-

nation of the questionnaire’s various research fields. 

Professor Guglielmo Weber, Ph.D., (University of Pad-

ua, Italy) is the coordinator for the Income & Wealth 

section, Karen Andersen-Ranberg, Ph.D., (University 

of Southern Denmark) for Health, Professor Florence 

Jusot (Université Paris-Dauphine, France) for Health 

Care, Professor Agar Brugiavini, Ph.D., (Ca’ Foscari 

University of Venice, Italy) for Work & Retirement 

and Professor Martina Brandt (TU Dortmund Univer-

sity, Germany) for Social Networks.

Software Infrastructure
The software tools used by SHARE are provided by 

Centerdata, a research institute located on the Til-

burg University campus. Centerdata not only pro-

grams the questionnaires, but also provides the 

software infrastructure for SHARE as well as the 

online data access for users.

Country Teams
In each participating country, a country team 

manages the national or regional data collection. 

Scientists from local research institutions lead a 

team of one to five members and ensure the same 

methodological standards in all SHARE countries. 

To conduct the survey, carefully selected survey 

agencies assist these teams with their professional 

knowhow and their highly trained interviewers.
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The SHARE BERLIN Institute GmbH was successfully founded and established last year. 
The following pages will provide an overview of the developments until spring 2023, 
give insights into the concept underlying the founding of the institute, explain the 
structure in which the new institute is embedded and outline the main objectives of 
the SHARE BERLIN Institute (SBI). In addition, the new management will be introduced.

THE 
SHARE 
BERLIN 

INSTITUTE

THE SHARE BERLIN INSTITUTE

12
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THE SHARE BERLIN INSTITUTE

The main objective of establishing the SHARE BER-

LIN Institute (SBI) was to continue SHARE in a reliable, 

multidisciplinary and legally secure framework and to 

work on its further scientific development after the 

dissolution of the Munich Center for the Economics 

of Aging (MEA) in Munich at the end of 2022. In Ber-

lin, SHARE now finds a new and permanent home in 

the SHARE BERLIN Institute and a new institutional 

framework, which also creates the prerequisite and 

stability for SHARE to continue as a European research 

infrastructure beyond the current time limit of 2024. 

At the same time the founding of the SHARE BERLIN 

Institute has been linked to its own long-term scien-

tific agenda. Thus, the SBI will be able to enrich the 

research landscape in the long term and will thereby 

further contribute to the advancement of interdiscipli-

nary and international data-based research in Europe. 

Although this is a new foundation in the sense of 

corporate law, the takeover of the previous staff 

and thus also of a large part of the previous tasks 

of SHARE Central was a central key for the pro-

ject in order to achieve the desired continuation of 

SHARE. In this way, it was possible to transfer the 

existing knowledge about SHARE to the new in-

stitute. As of March 2023, it can be reported that 

45 people including management and student as-

sistants have been employed at the SHARE BERLIN 

Institute since January 1st 2023. Furthermore, the 

physical move of SHARE Central from Munich to 

Berlin also took place at the end of last year. The 

SHARE BERLIN Institute GmbH now has a centrally 

located office in Berlin. In the course of the move, 

a new IT and administrative infrastructure was set 

up, which meets all the requirements of a large-

scale project like SHARE and enables the staff to 

work flexibly, taking all requirements into account.

With regard to SHARE, long-term planning security is 

of central importance. It is in the nature of the study de-

sign that for a large-scale panel study such as SHARE, 

which focuses on the collection of socio-economic 

and biomedical life course data, long-term continua-

tion is of considerable (research) interest throughout 

Europe. In particular, since SHARE has been collecting 

life course data since 2004, the value for research in-

creases with each additional survey wave and newly 

acquired data. At the same time, SHARE is highly pro-

ductive as a research infrastructure and contributes 

to evidence-based policy advice with harmonised Eu-

rope-wide basic research. Due to the expiring coop-

eration agreements between SHARE-ERIC, the Max 

Planck Society (MPG) and the Technical University of 

Munich (TUM), the implementation of Wave 9 and 

Wave 10 would have been at risk without the estab-

lishment of the SHARE BERLIN Institute. Certainty in 

this regard is now guaranteed. The SHARE BERLIN In-

stitute now offers the appropriate institutional frame-

work to make the continuation of the project possible 

and to be able to continue and expand the successes 

that have already been achieved.

ESTABLISHING A NEW INSTITUTE 
– THE START IN BERLIN
Goals and vision 
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THE SHARE BERLIN INSTITUTE

Shareholders and Partners 
Berlin is a centre for high-level research institutes. 

Therefore, it was possible to embed the SHARE BER-

LIN Institute in a collaboration with four leading re-

search institutions. For this purpose, corresponding 

partnership agreements were concluded with the 

founding partners. The founding partners are the 

WZB Berlin Social Science Center, the German Insti-

tute for Economic Research (DIW Berlin), the Univer-

sity hospital Charité and the German Centre of Ger-

ontology (DZA). There is also close cooperation with 

the Robert Koch Institute (RKI). However, there is a 

special feature concerning the German Centre for 

Gerontology (DZA): Although the DZA is a founding 

partner, it will not claim its corporate rights until au-

tumn 2023 due to restructuring processes.

Of particular importance in this context is the fact 

that a broad spectrum of scientific research ques-

tions can be covered through this cooperation. In 

terms of content, the cooperation will focus on the 

topics of retirement of the baby boomers, the silver 

economy and digitalisation, health prevention and 

preservation in an ageing world, flexible care for 

the elderly and the increasing inequality in income, 

wealth and health.

Furthermore, this research cooperation aims 

to generate relevant progress regarding survey 

methodology. Methodological innovations in the 

following areas are targeted: Multi-mode surveys, 

more flexible frequency of surveys, objective data 

and the linking of the data with regional, adminis-

trative and other process data. This new network 

also offers the opportunity to involve scientists of 

the above-mentioned founding partners in the 

process of SHARE questionnaire design in a con-

sultative way. 

DESIGN AND STRUCTURE OF 
THE NEW INSTITUTE
Developing a new organisational structure

1 2

1

2
3

4

5

6
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THE SHARE BERLIN INSTITUTE

Sylvia Becker is the new Commercial Man-

aging Director at the SHARE BERLIN Institute 

GmbH. A particular focus of her work is on the 

active transformation, establishment and further 

development of the administrative structures of 

the institute.

Professional career: Sylvia Becker has versatile 

commercial performance experience in the health, 

non-profit and service sectors. Before joining the 

SBI, Sylvia Becker worked as Managing Director 

of the ECARF Institute GmbH. She also worked 

as COO for ECARF (European Centre for Aller-

gy Research Foundation). As part of her work at 

ECARF, Sylvia Becker was also scientifically active 

and published on the topic of allergy research. In 

particular, she also worked on the development of 

study designs. Prior to this, she was, among other 

things, commercial manager at WWF Germany for 

many years.

“My passion is to 

develop organisa-

tions strategically 

and in terms of 

personnel. This 

leads to my goal of 

managing SHARE 

BERLIN Institute 

GmbH as sustainably and efficiently as possible 

so that research is secured in the long term“, 

says Commercial Managing Director, Sylvia 

Becker. 

Committees 
The shareholders’ meeting, the board of trus-

tees, the management and the scientific advisory 

board form the committees of the newly found-

ed non-profit SHARE BERLIN Institute GmbH. This 

composition corresponds to a typical structure 

that can also be found at other non-university re-

search institutions.

Nevertheless, an essential feature is that the SHARE 

BERLIN Institute, as the scientific partner institu-

tion of SHARE-ERIC, acts as a liaison between the 

German national level and the European level. The 

current institutional set-up ensures that the differ-

ent governance structures could be intertwined in 

a legally compliant manner and that no scientific 

or organisational divergences can arise between 

SHARE-ERIC, SHARE Central and SHARE Germany.

The SBI Management
Prof. Dr. David Richter is the new Director 

SHARE Infrastructure at the SHARE BERLIN In-

stitute GmbH. He is also a Professor of Survey Re-

search at the Free University Berlin.

Professional career: Before David Richter joined 

the SBI, he worked as acting division head of 

survey methodology and management of the So-

cio-Economic Panel study (SOEP) at the German 

Institute for Economic Research (DIW Berlin), and 

as a survey manager and researcher at the SOEP, 

the University of Bamberg, the University of Leip-

zig and the Jacobs University Bremen. David Rich-

ter studied psychology at Free University Berlin 

and received a PhD in psychology at Jacobs Uni-

versity Bremen. 

Research interests: David Richter is interested in 

the development of emotions, well-being, and life 

satisfaction across the adult lifespan and the in-

fluence of life-events on the development of life 

satisfaction and well-being. Depending on the re-

search question, he uses psychological methods 

in his studies (like latent growth modelling) as 

well as methods from the field of economics (like 

fixed-effects regressions).

“For me, the fo-

cus of all consid-

erations is that 

we continue to 

ensure the quali-

ty of SHARE with 

the newly found-

ed SHARE BERLIN 

Institute, conduct Europe-wide research at the 

highest level and thereby remain relevant as 

a study. We achieve this by adding innovative 

methods and topics. I also see great potential 

through synergy effects between the collabo-

ration partners. This will strengthen Berlin as 

a hub for international, data-based research“, 

says Director SHARE Infrastructure, Prof. Dr. 

David Richter. 
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The SHARE infrastructure is based on the trust of its respondents during and beyond 
the survey waves. The protection of the personal data of the survey participants is a 
matter of the utmost priority for SHARE and non-negotiable. SHARE promises to the 
participants that the data will not be used for anything but scientific purposes. Any 
other uses, such as a commercial use of the data, are therefore excluded as matter 
of principle.

SHARE’S COMMITMENT

     SCIEN 
TIFIC 
ASPE 

CTS

SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS
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Overview of the scientific achievements in the past year

AT A GLANCE

SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS

• Results from the SHARE-COVID19 Project: The SHARE-COVID19 project, launched in November 2020, 

has rendered a considerable amount of research on the consequences of the pandemic and subsequent 

control measures on the lives of respondents aged 50+ in Europe and Israel. This chapter provides an over-

view of the most striking findings in the project’s thematic areas: Healthcare, health and health behaviour, 

labour market implications and inequality, social networks, as well as housing and living arrangements.  

(pp. 24–25)

• Collecting SHARE Data in Wave 9: Wave 9 fieldwork ended mid-September 2022. By taking a coun-

try-by-country approach in Wave 9, which gave country teams the flexibility to respond to local conditions, 

face-to-face fieldwork could be implemented again after having to switch to telephone interviews during 

Wave 8 due to the pandemic. Although the pandemic situation made it particularly difficult to work on re-

freshment samples, the overall fieldwork performance is satisfactory with over 72,000 interviews collected 

in 28 countries. (pp. 26–28)

• Wave 10 Questionnaire: In Wave 10, the SHARE questionnaire will be extended by two additional mod-

ules: IT questions and willingness to participate in an online survey. The first aims to assess the digital divide 

among Europe’s older population and to identify barriers to digital participation. The second is part of 

SHARE’s preparation for future multi-mode data collection. There has also been a revision of the End-of-Life 

interview and the COVID-19-related questions of Wave 9, as well as a software change. (p. 29)

• Data Quality Assessment in SHARE: SHARE has continued to promote the achievement of the same 

standards in all participating countries by establishing a common legal, scientific and data quality frame-

work to which all survey agencies must adhere. SHARE publicly documents compliance profiles and reten-

tion rates. In addition, a technical report, updated with each data release, provides information on partici-

pation patterns and the longitudinal development of the survey. (pp. 30–31)

• Record Linkage in SHARE: SHARE has developed record linkage projects in several countries to comple-

ment survey data with objective administrative data. Linked datasets broaden research possibilities as they 

exploit the advantages of both data sources. By 2023, there are ongoing linkage projects in eight SHARE 

countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands. (pp. 32–33)

• Health Measures in SHARE: Objective health measures have been an important part of SHARE since its 

beginning. Accelerometer data allows to measure physical activity of SHARE respondents. The data were 

released in 2021, with a major update in 2022. Also in 2022, SHARE joined ProPASS, the Prospective Phys-

ical Activity, Sitting and Sleep consortium, which will allow researchers to combine SHARE accelerometry 

data with data from other studies from all around the world which also conducted accelerometer measure-

ments. (pp. 34–35)

• The Harmonized Cognitive Assessment Protocol (HCAP), which measures bio-medical and socio-eco-

nomic precursors of cognitive decline in five SHARE countries, has been brought forward with two pre-tests 

in 2021 and a main data collection between May and October 2022. SHARE-HCAP has been in close con-

tact with the other HCAP studies to be as harmonized as possible and to benefit from their insights. (p. 36)

• Further, the SHARE Biomarker Project completed laboratory analyses of all SHARE Wave 6 DBS samples, 

performed validation experiments and corrected the analysis values for various variables. These markers will 

provide information on diabetes, anaemia and frailty, kidney degeneration, and the risk of cardiovascular 

disease. Documentation of the entire process and initial publications are in preparation. Once the validity 

checks have been completed, the biomarker data will be released. (p. 37)

• SPLASH: The Social PoLicy Archive for SHARE aims to foster comparative policy-oriented research using 

SHARE microdata. It provides easy access to macro-indicators and policy information as well as socio- eco-

nomic contextual data for longitudinal, multilevel research. In 2022, this included the integration of data 

collection on transnational differences related to the COVID-19 pandemic, the collection of macro indicators 

for the analysis of the regular SHARE Waves, and a revision and update of data on job retention measures 

implemented to combat unemployment/loss of income during the pandemic. (pp. 38–39)

• SHARE Users & Publications: By the end of 2022, SHARE had more than 16,100 registered users from 

all over the world. With more than 2,200 new registrations in 2022, both the total number of registered 

SHARE users and the annual number of new registrations have reached an all-time high. This is reflect-

ed in the number of publications based on SHARE data, which has risen to 3,740 by the end of 2022.  

(pp. 40– 42; pp. 46–59)

• User Support Activities: SHARE supports its users by providing workshops, training sessions, seminars 

and summer schools. In 2022, a variety of online and in-person events took place in several European 

countries. In addition, SHARE Central maintains a detailed and understandable description of SHARE data 

and metadata as a basis for excellent user support, and maintains a support email account to offer fast and 

well-founded answers to user questions. (p. 43)

• SHARE User Conference: After a pandemic-related break, a SHARE user conference could take place 

again in Bled, Slovenia, in 2022. Organised by the Institute for Economic Research in Ljubljana in coopera-

tion with SHARE-ERIC, scientists from all over the world gathered to discuss SHARE-related research on the 

topic of “Ageing Societies in Times of Health, Social and Economic Crises”. (pp. 44–45)
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RESULTS FROM THE 
SHARE-COVID19 PROJECT

Since its launch in November 2020 under the European 

Commission’s H2020 programme, the SHARE-COV-

ID19 project (grant number 101015924) has yielded 

a considerable amount of research findings and pub-

lications on the consequences of the pandemic and 

subsequent control measures on the life situations of 

respondents aged 50+ in Europe and Israel. The find-

ings are based on data collected prior to the outbreak 

of the pandemic and the two SHARE Corona Surveys. 

The first SHARE Corona Survey (SCS1) was fielded 

in summer 2020. It focused on the most immediate 

reactions to the pandemic, such as adherence to pre-

ventive measures, or respondents’ personal and social 

exposure to the coronavirus. The SCS1 also aimed to 

measure the changes in income, employment status, 

and respondents’ social and family life. The second 

SCS was fielded one year later, in summer 2021. As 

novelties, SCS2 asked timely questions on vaccine up-

take and willingness, international travel, use of public 

transportation, and gathered information on the ex-

tent respondents caught up on previously cancelled 

medical treatment and appointments. In the following 

paragraphs, we present some of the most outstanding 

recent results of the SHARE-COVID19 project. 

The pandemic exacerbated issues regarding access 

to healthcare for older people who avoided seeking 

medical treatment for fear of infection or had their 

medical treatments postponed or denied. In response, 

remote medical services were recognized as an essen-

tial adjustment mechanism to maintain the continuity 

of healthcare provision. Results from the SHARE-COV-

ID19 project show that remote medical care could play 

an important role in maintaining healthcare access for 

older adults and increasing health systems’ prepared-

ness in future health emergencies. In addition, findings 

reveal that based on characteristics available to health 

insurance providers, machine learning algorithms can 

be used to efficiently target efforts to reduce missed 

essential care.

A study in the research field on health and health be-

haviour examines the risk factors of post-COVID-19 

conditions among Europeans aged 50 years and above 

who tested positive for COVID-19. The authors find 

that respondents above the age of 70 years and with 

medium or lower educational levels have a higher risk 

of post-COVID-19 conditions. In addition, when con-

sidering the severity of the COVID-19 disease, those 

who were hospitalised due to COVID-19 had a 26 

times higher risk of post-COVID-19 conditions com-

pared with those who were only tested positive.

The life situation of the 50+ population during the pandemic 

Recommended reading: 
Smolić Š, Blaževski N, Fabijančić M (2022). Remote 
healthcare during the COVID-19 pandemic: Findings 
for older adults in 27 European countries and Israel. 
Frontiers in Public Health. https://doi.org/10.3389/
fpubh.2022.921379 

Reuter A, Smolić Š, Bärnighausen T, Sudharsanan N 
(2022). Predicting missed health care visits during 
the COVID-19 pandemic using machine learning 
methods: Evidence from 55,500 individuals from 28 
European Countries. medRxiv preprint. https://doi.
org/10.1101/2022.03.01.22271611

Recommended reading: 
Bovil T, Wester CT, Scheel-Hincke LL, Andersen-Ran-
berg K. (2022). Risk factors of post-COVID-19 condi-
tion attributed to COVID-19 disease in people aged 
50+ in Europe and Israel. Public Health. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.puhe.2022.09.017 

Researchers from the economic area concentrate on 

labour market implications and inequality. Focus-

ing on the initial phase, one study in this field analyses 

the role of retirement on the adoption of preventive 

behaviours and other factors. Their findings show that 

European retirees limited their mobility and adopted 

preventive behaviours. Generally speaking, age has a 

strong, positive effect on such behaviours. Another re-

search team explores the concept of resilience. They 

attempt to apply the concept to individual behaviour, 

focusing on how living through a major crisis affects 

the likelihood of coping with a subsequent shock, for 

instance, whether the financial crisis in 2008 is con-

nected with greater resilience among older individuals 

during the pandemic. Their preliminary findings sug-

gest different outcomes due to individual factors such 

as labour market participation, social networks, sex, or 

marital status. 

The pandemic and the national containment meas-

ures also affected our social networks. A study on 

the life situation of respondents aged 65 years and 

above found that social distancing was associated 

with a higher probability of sleeping problems, par-

tially mediated by depression and moderated by 

employment status and perceived economic status. 

The authors conclude that policymakers should 

determine future policies and regulations that en-

courage employment among older adults and im-

prove their economic resilience.

What is the role of housing and living arrange-

ments for the impact of the pandemic on peoples’ 

life situation? One paper of this research group 

puts the focus on nursing homes. The authors ex-

plore whether living in nursing homes led to excess 

mortality even before the pandemic. Controlling 

for important characteristics of the elderly popula-

tion in and outside nursing homes, the researchers 

assume that the difference in mortality between 

those two samples can be attributed to the way 

nursing homes are designed and organized.

Recommended reading: 
Bertoni M, Celidoni M, Dal Bianco C, Weber G 
(2021). How did European retirees respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic? Economic Letters, vol 203. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econlet.2021.109853 

Lyberaki A, Tinios P, Georgiadis T (2022). Living 
through two crises: A preliminary investigation of 
resilience among older Europeans. Social Cohesion 
and Development, 17(2), 99–116. 

Recommended reading: 
Khalaila R, Shiovitz-Ezra S (2022). Social distancing 
and trouble sleeping during COVID-19 pandem-
ic among older adults in Europe: Mediating and 
moderating effects.  Journal of Nursing Scholarship, 
55(1): 131–140. https://doi.org/10.1111/jnu.12830 

Recommended reading: 
Flawinne X, Lefebvre M, Perelman S, Pestieau P, 
Schoenmaeckers J (2022). Nursing homes and mor-
tality in Europe: Uncertain causality. Health Eco-
nomics, 32(1): 134–154. https://doi.org/10.1002/
hec.4613 

24 25

SHARE ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2022 –  2023

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.921379
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.921379
https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.03.01.22271611
https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.03.01.22271611
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.puhe.2022.09.017 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.puhe.2022.09.017 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econlet.2021.109853 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jnu.12830  
https://doi.org/10.1002/hec.4613 
https://doi.org/10.1002/hec.4613 


SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS

In March 2020, due to the outbreak of the COV-

ID-19 pandemic, SHARE had to stop the face-to-face 

interviews in the midst of the Wave 8 fieldwork in 

all SHARE countries in order to protect both, inter-

viewers and SHARE respondents. While in Wave 8 a 

mode switch to telephone interviewing was imple-

mented to resume fieldwork, for Wave 9 interviews 

were collected in a face-to-face mode again, consid-

ering that the pandemic was still ongoing and the 

governmental responses to the situation differed a 

lot in the countries participating in SHARE.

Collecting data using face-to-face interviews for the 

ninth Wave of SHARE started in October 2021 and 

ended mid-September 2022. As the first in-person 

SHARE survey to be conducted in the wake of the 

still existent COVID-19 pandemic, the circumstances 

in regular SHARE Wave 9 were extraordinary.

It was anticipated that as before, in Wave 8, field-

work of the regular SHARE Wave 9 might have to 

be suspended after fieldwork start. The solution was 

to take a country-by-country approach to this. Some 

COLLECTING SHARE DATA 
IN WAVE 9
Finalizing face-to-face interviews for Wave 9 under ongoing 
pandemic conditions

countries delayed the start of fieldwork due to pan-

demic-related concerns affecting interviewers and/or 

respondents. Others had to briefly suspend fieldwork 

in the interim to adapt to developments related to the 

ongoing pandemic (Figure 1). Work on refreshment 

samples was especially affected by the pandemic as 

winning the trust of new respondents in the refresh-

ment sample became challenging. Countries fol-

lowed various strategies to address this with varying 

degrees of success based on specific situations.

Despite the exceptional circumstances, fieldwork 

performance was remarkable in many countries. 

All survey agencies managed to collect over 72,000 

interviews in the regular fieldwork of Wave 9 with 

the help of roughly 2,000 interviewers across 27 

European countries and Israel. 

The countries have been impacted at different 

levels due to the pandemic and consequential re-

sponses – and hence fieldwork rates – show some 

variation (see Figure 2 and 3). Please note that all 

numbers in both graphs below must be considered 

as preliminary. 

Owing the special situation that surveying the re-

freshment samples was suspended in Wave 8 and 

only continued in Wave 9, due to the COVID-19 Figure 1: Fieldwork periods of regular SHARE Wave 9

Figure 2: Individual response rate of refreshment respondents by country over time
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In Wave 10, the content of the SHARE question-

naire mostly remained the same as in Wave 9 but 

was extended with two additional modules – 1) IT 

questions and 2) willingness to participate in an on-

line survey.

The new IT module aims at evaluating the digital 

divide among the older population in Europe and 

at identifying barriers to digital participation. The 

content was developed in collaboration with the 

Area Coordinator of the area “Computer skills and 

IT use” and external topic experts in this field. It 

includes a set of questions asking about accessibili-

ty to and use of different internet-enabled devices, 

the frequency of the internet use, online activities 

of respondents, experience with the use of the in-

ternet, assistance with online activities, proxy use 

of the internet on respondent’s behalf and reasons 

for not using the internet. This module is currently 

undergoing a qualitative pretest in Germany. Based 

on the outcomes of the pretest, the wording will be 

revised for the quantitative pretest.

As part of SHARE’s preparation for future mul-

ti-mode data collection, an additional module at 

the end of the main questionnaire was added to 

estimate the suitability of the web mode as a com-

plementary mode of data collection for SHARE. A 

short set of questions asks SHARE internet-using 

respondents about their previous experience with 

online surveys and their hypothetical willingness to 

participate in a shorter online survey for SHARE in 

future as well as for the reasons for not participat-

ing and concerns related to online surveys. 

Another novelty of SHARE Wave 10 is the revision 

of the End-of-Life interview. The terminology use 

of hospice and palliative care was harmonised in 

collaboration with the Area Coordinator across the 

questionnaire. In addition, there was a revision of 

the content of the questionnaire for COVID19-re-

lated questions that were added in SHARE Wave 9. 

The content was updated to reflect the current pan-

demic development. Some of the follow-up ques-

tions from Wave 9 were cut and some additional 

questions (e.g. vaccination against COVID-19) from 

the SHARE Corona Survey that was fielded on the 

telephone in Wave 8 and Wave 9 were added to 

the End-of-Life interviewer of Wave 10. 

The End-of-Life questionnaire was programmed for 

the first time in Quest (previously in Blaise). Quest is 

a more flexible software than Blaise and it enables 

a faster development phase for SHARE. While writ-

ing the text of the questions in Quest was rather 

straightforward, implementing unfolding bracket 

procedures and loops of questions required the de-

velopment of new programming syntax. The pro-

grammed questionnaire is currently being tested. 

The aim of programming the End-of-Life question-

naire with Quest is to start developing the technical 

infrastructure for the multi-mode future of SHARE.

WAVE 10 QUESTIONNAIRE
New modules about internet use and attitude towards online surveys

pandemic, the contact rates are fairly low com-

pared to earlier waves and in general show the 

difficulties that interviewers encountered while 

contacting new households during an ongoing 

pandemic. Consequently, the household and in-

dividual response rates for refreshment samples 

are lower compared to earlier waves as well. With 

the exceptions of Belgium (FR), Estonia, Croatia, 

Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Portugal and Slovenia, all 

countries are below the 30 percent mark. Regard-

ing the panel samples, only Romania and Slovakia 

were able to reach our target response rate of 85 

percent (91 percent and 89 percent, respectively). 

Croatia came very close to the target response rate 

with 83 percent. Since fieldwork for the refresh-

ment samples stopped in Wave 8 and continued 

in Wave 9, results for both waves have to be seen 

together when evaluating the outcomes for the re-

freshment samples.

The final response and retention rates will be re-

leased once the first public release of the data has 

been made available to the scientific community.

Figure 3: Individual retention rates in the overall sample by country over time
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The SHARE Compliance Profiles 
In order to maximise cross-national comparability, 

SHARE applies an ex-ante harmonisation approach 

which goes beyond standardised questionnaire de-

sign. This includes the centrally programmed survey 

instrument, harmonisation of fieldwork procedures 

via centralised training sessions as well as centralised 

electronic instruments for contact data collection 

(CASE CTRL) and fieldwork management (SAMPLE 

CTRL). This approach has been chosen by SHARE for 

scientific reasons as it minimises artifacts in cross-na-

tional comparisons that are created by country-spe-

cific survey design. SHARE is currently conducted in 

28 countries. While national operations in all partici-

pating countries are coordinated by university-based 

groups of researchers, the actual interviewing is – in 

most countries – subcontracted to commercial sur-

vey organisations. The latter have the expertise, staff 

capacities and logistics available to conduct such a 

large-scale complex panel study as SHARE. It is a 

major challenge to ensure proper implementation 

of ex-ante harmonisation within such a decentral-

ised environment. To this effect, SHARE employs 

three instruments: 1) the SHARE Model Contract 

which provides the legal framework for standards 

and quality control; 2) the SHARE Survey Specifica-

tions (“Appendix 1” of the Model Contract) which 

define the quality standards of the survey; and 3) the 

SHARE Compliance Profiles, which report assessing 

adherence to those standards ex-post. The first two 

instruments build the legal and scientific framework 

to be adopted by all participating countries with-

out modifications whereas the compliance profiles 

serve as a quality assessment instrument. The SHARE 

Compliance Profiles report is based on a set of quali-

ty control indicators, such as careful implementation 

of interviewer trainings, proper back checks of con-

ducted interviews, high response rates, or a mini-

mum number of contact attempts in households 

without an interview. All participating countries are 

evaluated on these indicators uniformly. The combi-

nation of ex-ante specifications and ex-post Com-

pliance Profiles levels the playing field for all partici-

pating countries and allows for a fair comparison of 

national survey quality.

Survey participation and 
representativeness in SHARE
In addition to the compliance profiles that report how 

quality standards were adhered to in SHARE, further 

information on both the participation of respond-

ents in their first (baseline/refreshment) interview as 

well as the longitudinal development of the survey 

so far are presented in the technical report “Survey 

Participation in the Survey of Health, Ageing and Re-

tirement (SHARE)”. This report is updated with every 

data release (the most recent one was published as 

SHARE Working Paper 81-2022) and describes how 

many households and individuals of the initial gross 

sample delivered completed interviews, how many 

were found to be ineligible, and how many did not 

respond. Survey participation patterns are presented 

separately for baseline and refreshment samples as 

well as longitudinal samples for countries that have 

already participated in SHARE before. Whereas in the 

context of baseline and refreshment samples the fo-

cus is on response behaviour towards the initial sur-

vey request, for the longitudinal samples the focus 

is on response behaviour in subsequent waves, i.e., 

on panel retention. Especially the latter is of utmost 

importance to exploit the full potential of SHARE re-

garding longitudinal analyses. Only if persons can be 

observed repeatedly as time passes by, it is possible 

to understand individual ageing processes and to 

learn how respondents adapt to the changing envi-

ronment over time. Taken together, the compliance 

profiles and the report on survey participation pro-

vide users of SHARE with the information needed 

to evaluate their results and conclusions in terms of 

representativeness and quality of the data.

DATA QUALITY
ASSESSMENT IN SHARE
Indicators to measure data quality in a cross-national survey

Literature: 
Bergmann, M. Kneip, T., De Luca, G., & Scherpen-
zeel, A. (2022). Survey participation in the Eighth 
Wave of the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retire-
ment in Europe (SHARE). Based on Release 8.0.0. 
SHARE Working Paper Series 81-2022. Munich: 
SHARE-ERIC. DOI: 10.17617/2.3390284.

Yilmaz, Y., Lasson, S., Hannemann, T., Schuller, K., 
Börsch-Supan, A. (2023). SHARE Compliance Pro-
files – Wave 9. Munich: MEA, Max Planck Institute 
for Social Law and Social Policy. Can be download-
ed here: https://share-eric.eu/data/data-documen-
tation/methodology-volumes
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SHARE encourages record linkage projects in its 

member countries in order to enhance survey data 

with objective administrative data. Combining survey 

data as a more subjective perspective on respond-

ents’ lives and administrative data optimally exploits 

the advantages of both data sources. Linking data 

is a complex procedure and goes along with several 

challenges on different levels – legal, technical, and 

organisational such as reaching an agreement with 

data-providing institutions (Herold et al., 2021). The 

development and implementation of record linkage 

projects in an international survey like SHARE is es-

pecially challenging, because different preconditions 

in specific countries have to be taken into account. 

Therefore, record linkage projects are developed and 

implemented for each country individually and the 

responsibility for linkage projects lies with the coun-

try teams. SHARE Central supports the development 

by coordination and harmonization. Currently there 

are ongoing linkage projects in eight SHARE coun-

tries as pictured in Figure 1.

Linked data sets broaden the research possibilities, 

as shown in the two following examples:

Bühler et al. (2022) conducted methodological re-

search using the German linked data set SHARE-RV. 

They compared life histories from survey and ad-

ministrative data over the duration of 30 years us-

ing the SHARELIFE data set as well as the VSKT data 

set from the German Pension Insurance (containing 

employment histories). They found that there is a 

huge overall similarity between both data sources of 

about 80 to 90 percent. But they also found that 

retrospectively collected life course data in surveys is 

more likely to deviate from administrative data the 

more varied life courses are. This can be especially 

seen for groups that typically have more inconsistent 

life courses, e.g. women, people with low education 

or people working in the tertiary sector.

Brønnum-Hansen et al. (2023) analysed the devel-

opment of education-specific life expectancy and 

health expectancy among Danish SHARE respond-

ents using the REGLINK-SHAREDK data from 2004 

to 2015. The register data from Statistics Denmark 

provide accurate information on education while 

SHARE survey data contain certain health measures, 

e.g. information on long-term illness or self-rated 

health. They found that overall life expectancy at age 

50 increases between 2004 and 2015, while previ-

ously observed improvements in health expectancy 

slowed down in the same time. This development 

goes along with relatively steady educational ine-

qualities regarding life as well as health expectancy. 

Discrepancies of social inequality between life and 

health expectancy can have implications on strat-

egies for fair pension reforms taking into account 

expected years in good health

SHARE strives to advance harmonization of linkage 

projects in general and more specifically of the inter-

nal and external processes. The overall aim is the con-

tinuation of the currently ongoing linkage projects as 

well as initiation of new projects in more countries, in 

order to foster cross-country comparisons using sur-

vey, as well as administrative data.

RECORD LINKAGE IN SHARE
Linking survey data to administrative data in different countries

Literature: 
Brønnum-Hansen, H., L. Németh, D. Jasilionis and E. Foverskov (2023): National and education-specif-
ic trends in life and health expectancies in Denmark 2004–2015. Scandinavian Journal of Public Health. DOI: 
10.1177/14034948221144348.

Bühler, B., Möhring, K. & Weiland, A.P. (2022): Assessing dissimilarity of employment history information from 
survey and administrative data using sequence analysis techniques. Qual Quant. doi.org/10.1007/s11135-022-
01333-9.

Herold, I., Y. Pettinicchi, D. Schmidutz (2021): Harmonising Record Linkage Procedures in SHARE. In: Bergmann, 
M., A. Börsch-Supan: SHARE Wave 8 Methodology: Collecting Cross-National Survey Data in Times of COVID-19 
(S. 193-197). Munich: MEA, Max Planck Institute for Social Law and Social Policy. https://share-eric.eu/data/da-
ta-documentation/methodology-volumes

Figure 1: Overview record linkage projects in SHARE

T

SHARE Denmark
Released: “REGLINK-SHAREDK 6-1-0”
Linked to: Statistics Denmark
Type of data: Health, income and 
educational data

T

SHARE Germany
Released: „SHARE-RV 8-0-0“
Linked to: German Pension Insurance
Type of data: Pension, employment 
and income data

SHARE Netherlands
Released: “Linkage SHARE NL 6-1-0”
Linked to: Statistics Netherlands
Type of data: Health, pension, 
employment and income data

SHARE Belgium
Linked to: Belgian Statistical Of-
fice (Statbel) & Crossroads Bank 
of Social Security (CBSS)
Type of data: Demographic and 
employment data

SHARE Italiy
Linked to: Italian Social Security 
Institute (INPS)
Type of data: Pension and 
employment data

SHARE Austria
Linked to: Austrian Social 
Security Institution & Public 
Employment Service Austria
Type of data: Pension, employ-
ment and income data

SHARE Estonia
Linked to: Statistics Estonia & 
Social Insurance Board database
Type of data: Health, pension, 
employment and income data

SHARE Finland
“REGLINK-SHAREFI”
Linked to: Statistics Finland, 
Kela & ETK
Type of data: Pension, 
employment and income data

released in progress
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Although SHARE data largely consists of subjective 

information derived from respondents’ answers, 

objective health measures have always played an 

important role in SHARE. Such measures facilitate 

comparisons across countries and allow adjust-

ments of self-reported measures of health. In re-

cent years, revisions of the health care module in 

SHARE have responded to the need to improve the 

measurement of access to care, by better identify-

ing unmet needs and barriers to access to care, and 

by refining our understanding of healthcare utilisa-

tion in its various dimensions. Indicators such as ac-

celerometer data, grip strength and walking speed 

are helping to provide a precise understanding of 

healthcare demand and utilisation across the di-

versity of national healthcare and health insurance 

systems. Further, the revision of the cognition mod-

ule and add-on study SHARE-HCAP help us better 

understand different pathways of cognitive ageing 

while at the same time harmonising our data with 

other aging studies in the world.

The following pages provide an update on SHARE’s 

dedication to offer deeper understanding of health 

and aging using novel measurement strategies for 

population-based studies: Accelerometer data, the 

Harmonized Cognitive Assessment Protocol (HCAP) 

and Dried Blood Spot (DBS) sampling, known as 

the SHARE Biomarker Project.

To measure physical activity of the SHARE respond-

ents, the SHARE accelerometer study was conduct-

ed in Wave 8 in ten countries. A subsample of re-

spondents were asked to wear an accelerometer – a 

device that captures acceleration – on their thigh 

for consecutive 7 days. Data derived from the ac-

celerometer measurements are available since 2021, 

with a major update in February 2022, now provid-

ing even more detailed information on movements 

of the participating respondents. First peer reviewed 

articles using the SHARE accelerometry data have 

been released in in 2022.

In April 2022, SHARE signed the Memorandum 

of Understanding to participate in the Prospec-

tive Physical Activity, Sitting and Sleep consortium 

(ProPASS). One of the aims of ProPASS is to build a 

pooled data resource on physical activity, posture 

allocation, sleep, and health outcomes. SHARE is 

one of the studies that committed to provide har-

monised data for this endeavour. Joining ProPASS 

will enable researchers to combine the SHARE ac-

celerometry data with data from other studies – all 

conducted thigh-worn accelerometer measure-

ments – from all around the world, hence making 

their analysis more impactful.

At the SHARE user conference in Bled, Slovenia in 

October 2022, SHARE users had the opportunity 

to attend a workshop on the SHARE accelerometry 

study. The workshop covered the basics of physi-

cal activity research, advantages and disadvantages 

of self-reports and device based measurements of 

physical activity, an overview of device based met-

rics, and, of course, detailed information on the 

SHARE accelerometry study and how the available 

data can be used.  

HEALTH MEASURES IN SHARE
ACCELEROMETER STUDYHow health measures add to our understanding of conditions over the life 

course that affect health in later life
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We 

• completed laboratory analyses of all SHARE 

Wave 6 DBS samples

• performed validation experiments mimicking 

the fieldwork conditions for all markers,

• corrected the analysis values for fieldwork 

conditions, storage time, varying spot size, 

and changes in the laboratory,
• and created equations to convert the raw DBS 

assay results into venous-blood equivalents for 
research by data users.

In Wave 6 in 2015, SHARE had implemented the col-

lection of dried blood spot (DBS) samples as an addi-

tional and objective measurement of health. About 

25,000 samples from respondent in 12 countries 

could be assayed for some or all biomarkers, which 

SHARE had intended to analyze. The analyses for 

routine blood markers took place in 2017/2018 (first 

batch) and 2020/2021 (second batch) at the Universi-

ty of Washington (UW), Seattle, USA and in 2018 at 

the Statens Serum Institut (SSI) in Copenhagen, DK 

for the cytokine marker set (intended to investigate 

cognitive decline1).

For all markers analyzed at UW, we gained reliable 

conversion equations to correct for the field im-

pacts, and to translate the raw DBS values into ve-

nous-blood equivalents for subsequent research2. 

In 2021, we further refined the equations by con-

sidering the additional impact of storage time for 

the marker value experienced by the samples of 

the second batch. Then, we investigated and cor-

rected for the impact of the hugely varying spot 

sizes of the collected DBS on the marker value. 

The precise measurement of spot size and its im-

pact on the marker value was published in 20223. 

A paper researching the impact of childhood con-

ditions and late-life low-grade inflammation (CRP) 

followed in 20234.

The publication of the cytokine validation afforded 

further analysis at SSI to show that ApoE4 protein 

levels gained from a DBS render meaningful infor-

mation compared to the current standard of identi-

fying carriers of the ApoE ε4 gene by DNA analysis.  

In line with SHARE ethical rules, we analyzed DNA 

from the DBS samples of deceased SHARE partici-

pants from Denmark, Estonia and Spain, countries, 

which do not exclude re-analysis incl. DNA assays. 

We could demonstrate that our protein assay and 

the genetic analysis yield comparable results. 

An extensive documentation of the many steps from 

implementation of DBS in SHARE to a user-friendly 

data set has been prepared. We will release the data 

after the completion of all validity checks.

THE SHARE BIOMARKER PROJECTSHARE-HCAP: THE HEALTH STUDY

The main activities for SHARE-HCAP took place 

parallel to SHARE Wave 9 fieldwork. SHARE Wave 

9 accounts for two phases: one telephone inter-

view conducted during summer 2021 (Corona Sur-

vey II) and one in person interview started during 

fall 2021. The first SHARE-HCAP pretest followed 

the first phase of Wave 9, and the second pretest 

followed the second phase. 

For the first pretest, a two-day training event was 

organised for our local collaborators in Czech Re-

public, Denmark, Germany, France and Italy, on 

how to implement the pretest. The teams were re-

sponsible for recruiting interviewers with relevant 

experience to conduct the interviews in July-Au-

gust 2021. Due to the group-size, we were able to 

train the interviewers centrally for this pretest. 

For the second pretest (November 2021 – Febru-

ary 2022), we followed the standard format of 

SHARE of Train-the-Trainer (TTT) workshops, who 

would then transfer their knowledge to the local 

interviewers during their National Training Sessions 

(NTS). The main data collection took place between 

May and October 2022 and further data analyses 

are planned for the upcoming period.

SHARE-HCAP has continued to stay well-connect-

ed with other HCAP studies in the world. A lot of 

knowledge sharing has taken place to help us im-

plement HCAP as harmonized as possible with the 

other HCAP studies and to keep track of the latest 

(data) insights from other studies.

Think-Recognise-Remember: the Health Study

1 Börsch-Supan, M., Weiss, L., Andersen-Ranberg, K., & Börsch-Supan, A. (2020). Collection of dried blood spots in the Survey of Health,  
 Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE): From implementation to blood-marker analyses. SHARE Working Paper Series 47-2020.  
 DOI: 10.17617/2.3245285.
2 Börsch-Supan, A., Weiss, L.M., Börsch-Supan, M., Potter, A.J., Cofferen, J. & Kerschner, E. (2021). Dried blood spot collection, sample  
 quality, and fieldwork conditions: Structural validations for conversion into standard values. American Journal of Human Biology 33(4).  
 DOI: 10.1002/ajhb.23517.
3 Groh, R., Weiss, L. M., Börsch-Supan, M., & Börsch-Supan, A. (2022). Effects of spot size on biomarker levels of field-collected dried blood  
 spots: A new algorithm for exact dried blood spot size measurement. American Journal of Human Biology 34(10). DOI: 10.1002/ajhb.23777.
4 Horton, H.M. (2022). The long arm of childhood hypothesis and systematic low-grade inflammation: Evidence from parental education of  
 older European adults. SSM Population Health 21. DOI: 10.1016/j.ssmph.2022.101334.
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The “Social Policy Archive for SHARE” (SPLASH) 

aims to overcome existing data limitations in order 

to foster comparative policy-oriented research us-

ing SHARE microdata. In effect, SPLASH functions 

as an extension, conducting the required searches, 

evaluation and organization for compiling suita-

ble data for SHARE’s various research projects. The 

process involves a comprehensive review of online 

resources from institutions, organizations and in-

dependent researchers. Data is vetted based upon 

SHARE’s criteria for age group, location, years of 

coverage and other qualitative factors concerning 

the data quality and contextual relevance. Once 

approved, data sources are documented and cod-

ed according to the website’s system requirements. 

The continuous survey has produced a collection 

of resources mapped at the local, national and 

cross-national level thereby performing the work of 

identifying policy and population indicators which 

support the robust analysis of SHARE data. 

In addition to adapting the database structure for 

hosting new resources and upgrading the online 

interface, during 2022, the database development 

followed three main lines. 

First, the contextual data collection addressing 

transnational differences related to the COVID-19 

pandemic has been progressively integrated into 

SPLASH. This addresses public health, contain-

ment measures and epidemiological indicators for 

the period between 2020 and 2022. For the main 

areas of research covered by the SHARE-COVID19 

project (employment, healthcare, social life), the 

mapping and data collection considered the period 

before and during the pandemic. Special attention 

was given to identifying data and research resourc-

es at subnational level as a mean to characterize 

the subtleties of healthcare delivery and employ-

ment-related measures with the potential to eluci-

date ex-ante and ex-post changes within the con-

text of COVID-19. As a result, almost 440 variables 

with sub-national disaggregation and more than 

100 resources for the data map were compiled. 

Second, the activities were focused on updating 

and expanding the data map and the collection 

of macro indicators for the analysis of the regular 

SHARE Waves. In addition to essential demograph-

ic indicators, these cover fields such as employment 

and retirement, public health and educational poli-

cies. The collection of long-series comparative indi-

cators was prioritized to facilitate longitudinal anal-

ysis whenever possible with series starting as early 

as 1935. All contents are updated regularly, and 

new indicators of interest are added in response to 

social and economic developments. 

Finally, to support the research on the unintended 

effects of containment policies on the living condi-

tions of individuals across Europe, the policy-spe-

cific work focused on the revision and update of 

data recording job retention measures implement-

ed to combat unemployment and loss of income 

during the pandemic. These include short-time em-

ployment, wage subsidy programs and combined 

measures at national level. To do so, the activities 

involved revising and coding data from reports 

from international organizations and sources, as 

well as the search of specific legislation in national 

SPLASH
The Social PoLicy Archive for SHARE

sources. As a result, a total of 87 reports address-

ing job retention schemes or labor policy respons-

es were identified and compiled. Furthermore, the 

main components of the national measures such 

as duration of the benefits have been coded for 

their subsequent revision and evaluation. This exer-

cise will continue during the first quarter of 2023 

to integrate the latest data and policy instruments 

available until the end of 2022.  
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SHARE USERS 

SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS

AUSTRIA: 585

CZECH REP.: 292

BELGIUM: 832

FRANCE: 877

GERMANY: 3,184

DENMARK: 512

NORWAY: 43

POLAND: 397

SWITZERLAND: 438

PORTUGAL: 255

ROMANIA: 39

BULGARIA: 117

LATVIA: 30

LITHUANIA: 47

SERBIA: 5

ALBANIA: 6

KOSOVO: 1

NORTH MACEDONIA: 1

SLOVAKIA: 22

SLOVENIA: 449

ESTONIA: 90

FINLAND: 147

CROATIA: 66

ITALY: 928

LIECHTENSTEIN: 7

LUXEMBOURG: 64

MALTA: 4

NETHERLANDS: 1,661

GREECE: 199

ISRAEL: 363

HUNGARY: 117

SPAIN: 613

SWEDEN: 324

IRELAND: 138
UNIT. KINGDOM: 1,331

CYPRUS: 20

Number of users per country
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By the end of December 2022, SHARE counted a to-

tal of 16,129 user registrations. As in previous years, 

the total number of registered users as well as the 

annual growth rate has increased. Therefore, more 

than 2,200 new registrations were recorded in 2022 

– an all-time record for SHARE’s annual growth rate.

These numbers emphasise the importance of SHARE 

and its data for studying the effects of health, social, 

economic and environmental policies over the life-

course of individuals. SHARE data allow focusing on 

European and global citizens when combined with 

harmonised datasets from SHARE’s international sis-

ter studies, such as ELSA in England or HRS in the 

USA. SHARE’s holistic approach is also reflected in 

the background of its users, who come from all over 

the world. In 2022, SHARE had users from 81 coun-

tries. This international community brings perspec-

tives from different scientific disciplines, societies 

and cultures. The country with the highest number 

of registered users remains Germany with more than 

3,184; followed by the Netherlands with around 

1,660 registered users and the United Kingdom with 

more than 1,330. Italy, with 928 registered users, 

moved up to fourth place in 2022. The USA, with 

918 registered users, now rank fifth while also being 

the country with the highest number of SHARE users 

outside of Europe.

CONSTANTLY ON THE RISE
New record for SHARE user registrations in 2022

Figure 1: SHARE Data Users

In addition to the SHARE User Conference in Bled, 

there were several other SHARE user workshops, 

trainings, seminars, and summer schools in 2022. 

A “SHARE Data User Seminar” took place in April 

and was organized by the Lithuanian country team. 

The summer school “VIU Summer Institute of Age-

ing” took place in June at the Venice International 

University and included two workshops on SHARE 

data. Also in June, the Latvian country team organ-

ized a seminar on “Promotion of healthy ageing, 

welfare and social security” at the Riga Stradins 

University. The manifold opportunities of combin-

ing SHARE survey data with administrative data 

were discussed in September at the SHARE-RV 

workshop of the German Research Network of the 

Statutory Pension Scheme (FNA). A student sem-

inar using easySHARE data was organized by the 

Bulgarian country team. It took place in October 

at the Faculty of Economics of the Sofia University. 

SHARE was also used in a number of other student 

courses (e.g., at the Hebrew University of Jerusa-

lem, the University of Haifa and the University of 

Cyprus). Lastly, the “SHARE squared” workshop 

was given by the Italian country team in December.

Apart from establishing direct contact between 

the SHARE team and users of SHARE data at work-

shops and seminars, the team at SHARE Central 

has launched a wide range of user support activ-

ities. Following the FAIR (findable, accessible, in-

teroperable, reusable) principles, a detailed and 

understandable description of SHARE data and 

metadata is at the center of our user support ac-

tivities. The different releases of SHARE data – all 

of which are accessible free of charge to scientists 

worldwide after a registration process – can be 

identified with the release number used to indicate 

data updates. The release number is included in the 

DOI (digital object identifier) of each dataset and is 

also used for the versioning of documentation files. 

Comprehensible and continuously updated docu-

mentation of all datasets is an essential prerequisite 

for researchers from many countries and different 

scientific disciplines to be able to work with SHARE. 

An overview of all available documentation files is 

provided at https://share-eric.eu/data/data-docu-

mentation.

Another important part of our user support is the 

maintenance of the info@share-project.org e-mail 

account. Users can send all kinds of SHARE-related 

questions to this account. Responding to the re-

searchers’ questions within a short period, SHARE 

Central provides and further explains documenta-

tion material, answers questions on structure and 

content of the data, assists prospective users with 

the data access procedure, records SHARE-based 

publications, and – if necessary – forwards specific 

requests to country teams, area coordinators or the 

experts for weights and imputations. In 2022, the 

database management team at SHARE Central an-

swered more than 570 user questions. 

SUPPORTING THE SHARE USER
Workshops and other user support activities
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7TH SHARE USER CONFERENCE 
Scientists met in Bled to discuss the ageing societies in times of crises

Yuri Pettinicchi, Ph.D., Head of Questionnaire Development, at the SHARE User 
Conference in Bled

Reference: © Matej Mišič

From 5 to 7 October 2022, the 7th SHARE User Con-

ference took place in Bled, Slovenia organized by 

the Institute for Economic Research in Ljubljana in 

cooperation with SHARE-ERIC. Scientists who use 

SHARE data from all over the world met to discuss 

SHARE-related research on the theme of “Ageing 

Societies in Times of Health, Social and Economic 

Crises”. Around 50 scientific papers were presented 

in parallel sessions and a poster session, offering in-

sights and an opportunity for discussion on various 

aspects of ageing and by involving researchers from 

different scientific fields. The impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic on the mental health or economic stress 

of older people, adherence to preventive measures 

and vaccination uptake in the over-50 population, 

and labour market disruption during the pandemic 

were examined in several papers using SHARE-COV-

ID19 datasets. Other presentations covered long-

term care; economic and environmental impacts on 

well-being; gender differences in care regimes, work 

and public pension systems; and loneliness, anxiety 

and personality types. In addition, methodological 

issues such as causality as well as interviewer effects 

in the SHARE survey were covered. 

The conference shed light on the future of SHARE 

(SHARE 2.0) and offered the chance to attend two 

dedicated workshops on the SHARE Accelerome-

ter Study and machine learning approaches with 

SHARE data. 

Conference booklet and material at the SHARE User Conference in Bled
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ALL OVER THE WORLD

SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS

RUSSIAN FEDERAT.: 33

AUSTRALIA: 98

NICARAGUA: 1

MEXICO: 8

NEPAL: 1

NEW ZEALAND: 14

NIGERIA: 2

GAMBIA: 1

PHILIPPINES: 5

VIETNAM: 5

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM: 2

BRAZIL: 27

COLOMBIA: 5

URUGUAY: 5

ARGENTINA: 3

CANADA: 171

UNITED STATES: 918

CHILE: 18

CHINA: 239

SOUTH AFRICA: 9

UNIT. ARAB EMIRATES: 21

TAIWAN: 36

THAILAND: 6

TUNISIA: 1

TURKEY: 26

GEORGIA: 2

UKRAINE: 5

BELARUS: 1

HONG KONG: 29

MALAYSIA: 25

SINGAPORE: 26

INDONESIA: 1

JAPAN: 66

INDIA: 28

FRENCH GUIANA: 1

IRAN: 5

UZBEKISTAN: 2

SHARE USERS

QATAR: 2

KOREA: 72

SAUDI ARABIA: 1

AFGHANISTAN: 1

CAMEROON: 1

EGYPT: 1

JORDAN: 1

MYANMAR: 1
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POLICY IMPACT

With its broad data on the economic, social and health situation of European citizens, 
SHARE enables policymakers to tackle socio-economic and public health challenges 
with the help of scientific evidence and contributes to improving the living situation 
of European citizens.

PO
LICY
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In 2011, the European Commission identified popu-

lation ageing as one of the most pressing challenges 

of Europe in the 21st century. In order to respond to 

its economic, social and health consequences with 

evidence-based policymaking, an up-to-date data 

infrastructure was needed. SHARE filled this role, 

becoming the first-ever European Research Infra-

structure Consortium. Since its initial setup, SHARE 

has supplied policymakers with reliable and compa-

rable data to base their decisions on. In 2022, the 

survey has continued to serve as a valuable source 

for a wide range of policy analyses – from a Flemish 

policy plan to combat loneliness and increase social 

participation among the elderly, to an OECD analysis 

 ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL

BELGIUM

Policy plan for the 
Flemish population 
50+

To fulfil their self-declared goal of combating loneli-

ness and strengthening social participation among 

the elderly, the Flemish government has developed 

a detailed policy framework: “The Policy Plan for 

the Elderly 2020-2025”1 (Vlaams Ouderenbeleid-

splan 2020-2025) includes concrete investments in 

affordable care, the creation of quality living en-

vironments for older people and measures to in-

crease dementia-sensitivity within the Flemish so-

ciety. The report draws on SHARE data to illustrate 

the state of subjective health, feelings of loneliness 

and social well-being among elderly citizens, par-

ticularly in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Taking these data as a foundation, the Flemish gov-

ernment aims to respond to the needs of the 50+ 

population by facilitating social participation with 

targeted political measures. 

GERMANY

Migration as a chance 
and challenge to 
health care

In its assessment for the year 20222 , the German 

Council of Experts for Integration and Migration 

evaluated the role of migrants in the German 

health care system. The independent scientific 

committee stressed that immigrant employees 

are essential to the functioning of the national 

1 https://tinyurl.com/FlemishPolicyPlan2022
2 https://tinyurl.com/SVRannualreport2022
3 https://tinyurl.com/NSPActiveAgeingMalta

health system. Simultaneously, it addressed the 

need to facilitate integration into the labour mar-

ket and improve working conditions as well as 

increase health literacy among socioeconomical-

ly disadvantaged groups of migrants. The paper 

uses SHARE data to demonstrate mental health 

inequalities in the German society: According to 

SHARE, immigrants manifest depressive symp-

toms significantly more often than the native 

population. The mental strain is particularly high 

for refugees. The council’s assessment shows, 

that for the considerable contributions migrants 

make to the German health care system, chal-

lenges remain.

MALTA

National Strategy for 
Public Health

In the light of demographic change, the Maltese 

government is ensuring that its public policy reflects 

the unprecedented rise of an ageing population. 

The country’s Ministry for Active Ageing, dedicated 

specifically to the needs of older persons, published 

its second active strategy, the “National Strategic 

Policy for Active Ageing 2023-30”3 . The lead au-

thor of this policy paper is Prof. Marvin Formosa, 

who also occupies the role of Malta’s country team 

leader for SHARE. Based on the longitudinal data 

offered in SHARE, the strategy takes a life course 

approach to define the individual, social and insti-

tutional factors driving a healthy aging process. In 

particular, the paper formulates measures to ex-

pand long-term care services and make them more 

accessible to the older population in its socio-de-

mographic diversity.

POLICY IMPACT

on how to improve access to and quality of end-of-

life care. Further, SHARE research provides insights 

into the unintended health, socio-economic and 

environmental consequences of epidemiological 

containment decisions and the long-term effects of 

the COVID-19 pandemic through its life-course and 

multidisciplinary approach, combining health and 

socio-economic data. The move to Berlin, a central 

hub for European and international policymaking, in 

early 2023 will further strengthen SHARE’s role as 

a valuable resource for data-driven decisions. Please 

find here some selected examples to illustrate the 

SHARE’s contribution to national, European and 

global evidence-based policymaking.

“Health and illness are not determined from birth; social and spatial 
factors also play a major role. Good, internationally comparative 
information on people’s life courses can show us which factors 
determine our health, our life expectancy, our life course. 
Only then can we learn, prevent and help. SHARE pro-
vides this important data and is therefore invalua-
ble for social research.” says Prof. Dr. h.c. Jutta 
Allmendinger, Ph.D., president of the WZB 
Berlin Social Science Center. 

Using SHARE data for optimal policy design

POLICY IMPACT
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SLOVENIA

Contribution to the 
UN’s Open-Ended 
Working Group on 
Ageing

In 2010, the United Nations established the 

Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing4 (OEW-

GA) to identify and politically respond to gaps and 

grievances in the human rights situation of older 

persons. The group brings together UN Member 

States, national human rights institutions, NGOs 

and UN agencies in an annual meeting. The 13th 

session, to be held at UN Headquarters in New 

York in April 2023, will focus on the two areas 

“Right to Health and Access to Health Services” 

and “Social Inclusion”, for which all members of 

the OEWGA were asked beforehand to provide 

their input and respond to specific questions on 

the focus areas. The input for the first area for 

Slovenia was provided by the Slovenian SHARE 

country team and was based on SHARE data. It 

highlighted how SHARE can help to access infor-

mation on older people’s access to health care 

and services, thus providing a scientific basis for 

responding to inequalities in older people’s right 

to health.

 ON THE EUROPEAN LEVEL

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Cultural heritage and older adults’ 
loneliness and health

Loneliness is widely recognized as a public health 

issue often affecting the elderly. The way one ex-

4 https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/
5 https://tinyurl.com/JRCreport2022
6 https://tinyurl.com/HealthierTogether2022

periences loneliness, researchers have argued, is 

dependent on a variety of environmental factors, 

including cultural norms and understandings. 

In the technical report “Loneliness and health of 

older adults: The role of cultural heritage and re-

lationship quality”5 , The European Commission’s 

science and knowledge service, the Joint Research 

Centre, focuses on the self-perceived loneliness of 

second-generation immigrants aged 50+ and its 

impact on mental and physical health. Containing 

widespread current and retrospective information 

on respondents’ health and demographic back-

ground, SHARE is the study’s main data source. Us-

ing data from SHARE Waves 5 to 8, the report links 

maternal cultural background to perceived quality 

of relationships and loneliness. Further, loneliness, 

is found to influence one’s general health status.

EU Non-Communicable Diseases  
Initiative

Around two thirds of all deaths in the European 

region currently result from non-communicable 

diseases (NCDs), such as diabetes, cardiovascular 

diseases and chronic respiratory conditions. Signif-

icant inequalities in life expectancy and mortality 

rates exist both between different EU countries and 

socioeconomic groups within a country. In order 

to combat NCDs, the EU has launched an initia-

tive to support member states in developing and 

implementing effective policies focused on health 

promotion and disease prevention. The Europe-

an Commission refers to prevention as one of the 

most underinvested areas in public health EU-wide 

so far. As mentioned in the initiative’s guidance 

document “Healthier Together”6, SHARE forms 

part of the European information network in the 

study of health policies. The survey’s results contrib-

ute to the scientific background for the EU’s initia-

tive against NCDs.

European Day of Demography

Throughout the last decades, the average life 

expectancy has kept increasing on a global lev-

el. However, existing inequalities between socio-

demographic groups are mirrored in the aging 

process – even within Europe. Under the head-

line “European Day of Demography”7, a number 

of European and national institutions organized a 

public debate on population disparities in healthy 

ageing in February 2023. The invited guests in-

cluded Dubravka Šuica, Vice-President of the Eu-

ropean Commission for Democracy and Demog-

raphy, and Prof. Dr. Axel Börsch-Supan, managing 

director of SHARE, who has largely dedicated his 

research to the economic and health dimensions 

of demographic change. The event took place in 

Berlin, Germany and opened opportunity for sci-

entific, political and public exchange.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Fostering coherence in EU health  
research

The COVID-19 pandemic prompted massive ef-

forts and investments in European health research 

and highlighted both strengths and weaknesses in 

the organisation of EU research. One of the main 

weaknesses identified is the fragmentation of strat-

egies and responsibilities. In the paper “Fostering 

coherence in EU health research”8, published in 

October 2022, the European Parliamentary Re-

search Service (EPRS) analyses how to foster co-

herence in EU health research. In the report, EPRS 

identifies publicly-funded research and health data 

7 https://tinyurl.com/DayOfDemography2023
8 https://tinyurl.com/CoherenceInResearch2022

that feed into public health and health policy de-

cisions as key aspects of health research that were 

essential for the Covid-19 response of the EU – and 

mentions ERICs like SHARE-ERIC, among others, as 

effective investments in collaborative research. In 

the report, SHARE-ERIC stands out as a research 

infrastructure that manages to incorporate all EU 

Member States – a goal and unique selling point 

achieved by SHARE in 2017. The report concludes 

with 7 concrete options for policy makers on how 

to foster coherence in health research.
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 ON THE GLOBAL LEVEL

OECD

Health at a Glance: Europe 2022

The biennial OECD report “Health at a Glance: Eu-

rope”1 presents and compares key indicators for 

population health, health care resources and activ-

ities, health expenditure and financing across EU 

member states. For the first time, the report also 

includes key indicators for Ukraine and Moldova. 

The 2022 edition of “Health at a Glance” focuses 

on the resilience and crisis preparedness of health 

systems through targeted investments, their digital 

transformation as well as the prevention of cancer 

and other non-communicable diseases. The report 

also sheds light on the aftermath of COVID-19: In 

1 https://www.oecd.org/health/health-at-a-glance-europe/
2 https://doi.org/10.1787/722b927a-en

this context, it refers to SHARE data to highlight 

that people with chronic conditions have been par-

ticularly impacted by the disruption of services dur-

ing the pandemic.

Increasing Access to and Quality of 
End-of-Life Care

With an ageing population and an increase in 

chronic diseases, the share of the population in 

need of end-of-life care will continue to grow. 

Laying the groundwork for evidence-based poli-

cy-making, the OECD published the report “Time 

for Better Care at the End of Life”2 on the challeng-

es involved with this development. The authors 

use findings from the SHARE survey to evaluate 

the accessibility of formal care as well as its fund-

ing, quality and compatibility with patients’ wish-

es. Cross-country insights on the financial burden 

of informal care, on the healthcare inequalities 

by education and place of residence and on the 

extent of care provision are derived from SHARE 

data. This information from European countries is 

then placed in a global context. By further adjust-

ing services to patients’ needs and deepening care 

coordination, the authors conclude, one could en-

sure more humane care at the end of life.

POLICY IMPACT

67

SHARE ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2022 –  2023

66

https://www.oecd.org/health/health-at-a-glance-europe/
https://doi.org/10.1787/722b927a-en


OPERATIONAL ASPECTS

SHARE is grateful for the financial support received. We thank the European Com-
mission, the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research, the Max Planck 
Society, and the US National Institute on Aging for financing the central coordination 
of SHARE. 

We are thankful to national governments, research councils and foundations for 
funding the data collection in the member countries. We thank the EU Commission 
for the additional support of data collection in those countries that are facing finan-
cial challenges.
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SHARE-ERIC COUNCIL  
MEETINGS 2022

OPERATIONAL ASPECTS

Participants of the 14th SHARE-ERIC Council Meeting

1. SHARE-ERIC Council in Munich 
The 14th SHARE-ERIC Council meeting was held in 

Munich on Tuesday 17 May 2022. 11 out of the 

16 SHARE-ERIC countries were physically present 

at the meeting.

The meeting, led by the SHARE-ERIC chair, Dr. San-

dro Holzheimer, focused on the presentation of the 

newly founded SHARE BERLIN Institute GmbH. The 

plan for this new entity, which is replacing the Max 

Planck Institute, had been approved at the previous 

SHARE-ERIC Council in June 2021. Since then, five 

founding institutions have come together to bring 

the new institute to life. It will serve as the home for 

SHARE Central and was further introduced to the 

ERIC delegates at the current meeting. 

Three new members of the SHARE-ERIC Manage-

ment Board were elected: David Richter, Agniezska 

Chłoń-Domińczak and Martina Brandt. In addition, 

David Richter was appointed Director of the SHARE 

Infrastructure at the new SHARE BERLIN Institute. 

Other topics discussed included the future scientific 

content of SHARE - retirement of the baby boom, 

flexible and tailored long-term care, prevention as a 

challenge for public health, and inequality – as well 

as future methodological changes of the SHARE 

study – for example the introduction of phone- and 

web-questionnaires and the collection of hard data 

like geo-coding. Karin Schuller, Head of Operations, 

presented SHARE’s activities in 2021. She highlight-

ed the successful implementation of the 1st Corona 

telephone survey, the development of a multi-mode 

tool and the conduction of an interviewer survey. 

The development of HCAP as a sub-study on cogni-

tion, which was fielded in five of the SHARE coun-

tries, the extension of the SPLASH database and the 

new SHARE data release 8.0.0 were also mentioned 

as further accomplishments.

2. Extraordinary SHARE-ERIC 
Council (virtual) 
The second Council meeting of the year 2022, the 

15th SHARE-ERIC Council Meeting, took place on 

Friday 11 November and was held virtually. This 

extraordinary meeting was scheduled due to the 

organizational changes, which SHARE has under-

gone and is still undergoing, with the move to a 

new host institution and a change in management. 

SHARE-ERIC Managing Director, Prof. Dr. h.c. Axel 

Börsch-Supan, Ph.D., presented the state of af-

fairs, mentioning the good fieldwork outcome for 

the SHARE Wave 9 panel sample and the ongoing 

preparations for SHARE Wave 10. The Director of 

SHARE Infrastructure, David Richter, presented the 

progress in the administrative set-up of the SHARE 

BERLIN Institute and introduced Sylvia Becker as the 

Administrative Director of this new Institute, who 

attended the meeting as a guest.

In light of the extension of SHARE beyond 2024, 

decided at in the first Council meeting in 2022, a 

revision of the SHARE-ERIC Statutes became nec-

essary. The new Statutes were approved by the 

Council members and will enter into force in Jan-

uary 2025. Furthermore, several models for the 

long-term funding of the SHARE ERIC administra-

tion and the IT support of SHARE were discussed.
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SHARE WAVE 10 PREPARATION 
MEETING (IN HELSINKI, FINLAND)

Back to personal meetings

OPERATIONAL ASPECTS

SHARE WAVE 9 
MID-TERM MEETING (VIRTUAL)

In spring of 2020, a SHARE meeting was planned 

to take place in Helsinki, Finland, when corona hit. 

Finally, two and a half years later, on 14-16 Sep-

tember 2022, the SHARE researchers could gath-

er in-person for the SHARE Wave 10 Preparation 

Meeting in Helsinki.

Fieldwork of Wave 9 had just ended a month be-

fore and was evaluated during the meeting. Also, 

an update of the fieldwork for the HCAP study, 

which was fielded in spring/summer 2022 was 

given. Furthermore, important operational topics 

for Wave 10 like procurement, sampling, the new 

SHARE Consortium Agreement, the presentation 

of the new SHARE Website and EU grants were dis-

cussed and an outlook to future SHARE waves was 

made using a multi-mode survey approach. 

Day two of the meeting was used to discuss cer-

tain topics in sub-groups i.e. the planning of a mul-

ti-mode experiment, next steps for record linkage, 

how to handle subsamples in SHARE or the soft-

ware development plans for Wave 10.

The meeting was rounded off with a statement 

from the Scientific Monitoring Board of SHARE 

acknowledging the effort and struggles of going 

back to face-to-face fieldwork for Wave 9 and ap-

preciating the plans for the future of SHARE which 

involve plans for multi-mode surveys.

SHARE Wave 10 Preparation Meeting at GLO Hotel Art, Helsinki

With the still ongoing global coronavirus pandem-

ic, it was decided against meeting in-person which 

is why the SHARE Wave 9 Mid-Term Meeting was 

held virtually on 30-31 March 2022.

As the name suggests, the meeting took place while 

fieldwork for Wave 9 was still ongoing. Progress 

and difficulties – especially related to the pandemic 

situation but also to the war in Ukraine – of field-

work and resumed face-to-face interviews in the 

different countries were discussed. Further agenda 

items were an outlook of Wave 10 regarding the 

questionnaire, procurement, plans for drawing re-

freshment samples and financial planning. 

SHARE researchers meet to discuss fieldwork progress
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The past year has marked the final year of the first 

ERIC Forum Implementation Project, a year full of 

prosperity and activity for the ERIC community. All 

6 work packages of the ERIC Forum project, in-

cluding work package 2 (Permanent Governance 

Model for the ERIC Forum), led by SHARE-ERIC, 

were successfully completed. The ERIC Forum 

published two policy briefs (on the impact of big 

science on the research ecosystem and on the as-

sessment of the socio-economic impact of ERICs), 

organised policy seminars (on the socio-economic 

impact of ERICs) and webinars for the commu-

nity (on best practices for contracting, insurance 

and intellectual property for ERICs), launched the 

ERIC Forum Toolkit (which aims to provide prac-

tical advice to ERICs and ERICs-to-be at different 

stages of their lifecycle with practical advice) and 

had the pleasure of welcoming two new ERICs, 

AnaEE- and MIRRI-ERIC. 

The annual ERIC Forum meeting in January brought 

together key stakeholders such as European Com-

mission representatives, ministries and ESFRI del-

egates, came together to focus on the long-term 

sustainability of ERICs and their role in the EU Re-

search and Innovation arena. In October, the ERIC 

Forum held its General Assembly and at the same 

time final meeting in Brussels. 61 participants from 

35 international organisations discussed topics like 

engagement with national policy makers, and a 

vision for 2023 and beyond. Furthermore, Antje 

Keppler (Director Bio-Hub, Euro-BioImaging ERIC), 

and Allen Weeks (Director General ELI ERIC) were 

elected as the new ERIC Forum Chair and Vice-

Chair, respectively. The structures for the elections 

and the rotating (vice-) chairmanship of the Forum 

are a product of the permanent governance model 

established by SHARE-ERIC during work package 2.

SHARE-ERIC AND THE 
ERIC FORUM
Off to new horizons – the ERIC Forum Project 2

Most importantly, the meeting was the starting 

point for the preparation of a new grant proposal 

for the follow-up project, the Second Implemen-

tation Project for the ERIC Forum. The project has 

successfully started in January 2023 and will extend 

the ERIC Forum Project until 2027. It will further 

structure the cooperation between ERICs, support 

the implementation of the ERIC Regulation and 

ERIC services, and consolidate the integration of 

the ERICs in the European Research Area by deep-

ening the contribution of the ERIC Forum to re-

search policies. SHARE-ERIC is pleased to again be 

involved in collaborations and joint actions across 

the ERIC landscape and to see the importance and 

relevance of the ERIC Forum as a key player in the 

ERA continuously increasing.

The ERIC Forum at the ERIC Forum General Assembly & Final Meeting of the Project in Brussels, Oct 2022
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SHARE PUBLIC RELATIONS

Adequate communication is key for SHARE. The 

SHARE-ERIC Public Relations team has to balance 

the needs of numerous internal and external pro-

ject partners as well as different target groups. 

To keep scientists, the media, the general public, 

SHARE country teams, EU and national ministry 

officials and respondents up-to-date with devel-

opments around SHARE, sound and consistent 

communication is essential. Therefore, the SHARE 

PR team continues to address these diverse audi-

ences with targeted (online) content and works 

to establish sustainable dialogue-oriented com-

munication channels. This is done through stra-

tegic cooperation with the other departments as 

well as through own projects, such as the restruc-

turing and relaunch of the SHARE-ERIC website.

Communicating effectively with different stakeholders

New Web Presence
One of the biggest PR projects of the past year 

was the relaunch of the SHARE-ERIC website. As 

SHARE has grown over the years, there was an 

urgent need for a web presence that would reflect 

the complexity of SHARE in a simple and conven-

ient way, and meet the needs of researchers and 

policy makers alike. 

The website is now divided into two distinct are-

as: A blue section providing general information 

about SHARE, and an orange section aimed spe-

cifically at SHARE users. 

The blue section describes the impact of SHARE 

on policy and science, gives an overview of the 

most significant research results over the years, 

provides information on SHARE’s various projects 

and operational structure, e.g. management and 

staff information, SHARE’s history and status as 

an ERIC, a news and PR section and, last but not 

least, an overview of all publications based on 

SHARE data. The publications are now held in a 

completely new database, which allows the user 

to filter by various criteria and to search for spe-

cific content using a keyword search function. The 

PR team is constantly updating the database and 

adding new publications.

The orange area, on the other hand, is designed 

to provide researchers with everything they need 

to work (or plan to work) with SHARE data. Here 

visitors can get an overview and detailed informa-

tion about the different SHARE Waves and special 

datasets, learn how to apply for SHARE data, and 

get a lot of other helpful input, e.g. methodolog-

ical publications, questionnaires, release guides, 

and of course direct contact to SHARE support. A 

new feature is the citation generator, which helps 

SHARE users to get the correct citations for their 

publications among the variety of SHARE datasets.

After a lot of testing, the website, which can be 

reached at www.share-eric.eu, was launched in 

December 2022 and has since received a lot of 

positive feedback. It is built in a flexible way so 

that it can grow with SHARE and be adapted to 

future changes if needed. In addition to present-

ing SHARE in a modern and convenient look to 

the outside, the website also aims to make life 

easier for SHARE staff by introducing a new, easy-

to-use intranet and a new newsletter tool that 

better suits SHARE’s high-volume newsletters.
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Being active on social media
Over the years, SHARE developed various social 

media formats tailored to ensure visibility across 

different domains. These have helped to engage 

with international researchers and policy makers, 

and have included regular formats such as the 

dissemination of SHARE Findings, as well as news 

of online events and publications, exchange with 

partner projects, job vacancies and scientific 

updates. Throughout the last reporting period, 

the SHARE PR team ensured the visibility of the 

survey through its online channels on Facebook, 

Twitter and, most recently, also on LinkedIn. 

SHARE’s social media community consists mainly 

of researchers around the world who use SHARE 

data. The PR team engages in online networking 

with researchers, for example by retweeting their 

SHARE-based research. This benefits SHARE by 

extending its reach to an even wider global net-

work. Overseeing and managing all Social Me-

dia activities, the PR team also engages with the 

SHARE country teams.
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PR Support for Conferences
Whenever SHARE and its researchers are represent-

ed at a conference around the globe, the PR team 

is there to support them in the background.  When 

SHARE researchers spoke at events such as ESFRI’s 

20th Anniversary Conference in Paris in March 2022 

or the International Conference on Research Infra-

structures (ICRI) in Brno, Czechia, in October 2022, 

the PR team strives to maximise their reach by ac-

companying the events with press releases and so-

Creating PR Materials 
SHARE PR by now has a wide range of materials 

to choose from, depending on what the audience 

and format requires. The materials are constantly 

evaluated and adapted, ensuring an up-to-date 

selection that can be drawn on as needed. This in-

cludes flyers, brochures, seasonal greetings cards, 

logos, and general design guidelines. In the past 

year, the flyer “Evidence-based policy making with 

SHARE data”, targeted to policy makers in the EU 

and national ministries, and the SHARE research-

er flyer, targeted to SHARE’s (potential) data us-

ers, have been updated. These materials are also 

made available to the SHARE country teams as 

templates to be adapted to country-specific needs 

and support the teams in their regional work. Fol-

lowing this approach, the Croatian SHARE country 

team has published a new brochure for Croatian 

respondents in 2022.

Updated SHARE Flyer “Evidence-based policy making with SHARE data“

SHARE Respondent Brochure translated into Croatian by 
the SHARE country team

cial media coverage. On other occasions, like the 

VfS Annual Conference in Basel, Switzerland, in 

September 2022, or the 7th SHARE User Confer-

ence in Bled, Slovenia, in October 2022, SHARE PR 

helps to supervise SHARE’s info booths and distrib-

ute information and goodies to conference visitors. 

This includes social media coverage before, during 

and after the event, as well as designing and dis-

tributing PR materials and serving as a first point of 

contact for questions.
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PROJECTS AND COOPERATIONS
Overview of SHARE’s current international projects and cooperations

Current SHARE Projects

SHARE-COVID19

(The project has started on 1 November 2020 and 

will end on 30 June 2024)

The overarching objective of the SHARE-COVID19 

project is to understand the non-intended conse-

quences of the epidemic control decisions to contain 

the COVID-19 pandemic and to devise improved 

health, economic and social policies. The project 

pursues a transdisciplinary and internationally com-

parative approach by exploiting the data sources of 

the SHARE research infrastructure. It covers all EU 

Member States. For more information, also see  pp. 

24–25.

SHARE HCAP

(The project 

started on 30 

September 2017 and will end on 30 April 2024) 

The project will administer in-depth measurement 

of cognition according to the Harmonized Cogni-

tive Assessment Protocol (HCAP) that has been de-

veloped for the HRS-style aging surveys supported 

by NIA. Using these data, the project will estimate 

prevalence rates of mild and severe cognitive impair-

ment in the SHARE countries; compare these with 

HRS and other participants in the HCAP studies; and 

exploit the international variation of the SHARE plus 

SHARE-HCAP data in order to identify which inter-

actions of biomedical and socioeconomic conditions 

over the life course affect cognition later in life. For 

more information, also see p. 36. 

SHARE COHESION

(The project started on 1 October 2019 

and will end on 30 September 2024)

The central goal of this project is to upgrade 

SHARE-ERIC in all SHARE countries. This will im-

prove the cohesion of the Survey of Health, Ageing 

and Retirement. In addition to integrating as many 

European countries as possible into SHARE and 

SHARE-ERIC, the project especially aims to improve 

the technical architecture, introduce scientific inno-

vations and support central coordination, which is 

crucial for international cooperation and cross-na-

tional comparability.

SHARE-EUCOV 

(The project started in August 2021 

and ended in November 2022)

The overall aim of this project was to maintain full 

EU coverage in SHARE Wave 9 and Wave 10 to 

provide the largest possible SHARE database to the 

research community, the EU Commission, and su-

pranational organisations such as OECD or WHO. 

This includes the data collection of Wave 9, data 

cleaning, and the first preparations of the Wave 10 

questionnaire in 12 SHARE member countries. The 

aim was achieved through the support of DG Em-

ployment, Social Affairs and Inclusion in the eight 

EU member states that joined SHARE in Wave 7 

(Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Romania, Bul-

garia, Malta, Cyprus) and in four “crisis countries” 

(Portugal, Spain, Greece, Estonia).

Current Project Cooperations

SSHOC

(The project 

started on 1 

January 2019 

and ended on 30 April 2022)

On 11-12 March 2019, the Social Sciences and 

Humanities Open Cloud (SSHOC) project’s kick-off 

took place in Utrecht. SSHOC will realize the so-

cial sciences and humanities part of the European 

Open Science Cloud (EOSC) by offering access to 

research data and related services adapted to the 

needs of the SSH community. SHARE is one 47 or-

ganizations to take part in the project and leads 

the work package on “Innovations in data access”.

ERIC-Forum

(The project started on 1 

January 2019 and ended 

on 31 December 2022)

The ERIC Forum’s aim is to advance operations of 

ERICs and to strategically contribute to the develop-

ment of ERIC related policies. The ERIC Forum Imple-

mentation Project brought together 23 established 

European Research Infrastructure Consortia (ERICs) 

to strengthen their coordination and enhance their 

collaborations. The strategic approach of the ERIC 

Forum contributes to address critical challenges and 

develop best practices. The project was composed 

of 7 different thematic work packages, each focus-

ing on a specific area. SHARE-ERIC was leading work 

package 2, which aimed for a suitable governance 

model that fulfils the needs of the ERIC Forum and 

can be accepted by all the participants (ERICs). For 

more information, also see pp. 74 –75. 

GLOBAL NETWORK OF AGEING SURVEYS: 

SHARE´S GLOBAL SISTER STUDIES

This project strengthens the cooperation with a 

global network of other ageing surveys tackling 

the same issues relevant for individual and popu-

lation ageing such as health, disability, retirement, 

active ageing, family and social support. The glob-

al network of ageing surveys (called “sister stud-

ies” altogether) consists of “parent surveys” and 

“daughter surveys” with respect to SHARE. The 

“parent surveys” have been started earlier than 

SHARE and have influenced the design of SHARE, 

namely the US Health and Retirement Study (HRS) 

and the English Longitudinal Study of Ageing 

(ELSA), while SHARE has strongly influenced the 

design of the Japanese Study on Aging and Re-

tirement (JSTAR) and other “daughter surveys”. 

The newest additions to the network are studies 

in Egypt and South Africa.
Verweis auf:

Kapitel 3.1.6 Health Measure-
ments in Share
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FINANCIAL ASPECTS

SHARE is fully financed by public funds, which are granted by national ministries / research 
councils, the European Commission or other public funders, such as foundations.

FINAN
CIAL
ASPE

CTS
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FINANCIAL ASPECTS
The finances of SHARE are complex. This reflects 

the scientific complexity of SHARE with its ba-

sic survey and the many add-on projects that are 

funded from various sources. SHARE is not only a 

social survey but includes sophisticated (and thus 

expensive) measures of health. It also reflects 

the desire of SHARE and the European Commis-

sion to cover all EU member states in spite of 

large differences in the mode and ability to fund 

SHARE. Some countries have several funders; 

other countries are subsidized by Commission 

funds. Altogether, SHARE has over 50 different 

sources of funding. The complexity is increased 

by the fact that some funds go directly from a 

member country to the country team or a sur-

vey agency without showing up in the books of 

SHARE-ERIC. Other funds are administrated by 

the ERIC for harmonization, governance and tax 

reasons but finance expenditures in the SHARE 

member countries. Yet other funds are used to 

finance the administrative tasks of SHARE-ERIC. 

Figure 1 gives a schematic overview of the mon-

etary flows in SHARE.

Figure 1: Monetary flows of funds in SHARE (as of Wave 8)
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Figure 2: Schematic profit and loss statement of the SHARE-ERIC

Income Expenditure

Section 1:
Survey contributions

Survey contributions received by 
SHARE-ERIC from SHARE member 
countries, the EU-Commission and 
other granting institutions

Sum of all incomes

Expenditures financed by survey 
contributions to SHARE-ERIC, itemized 
by SHARE member country

Sum of all expenditures 
Balance

Section 2:
Participation fee

Fee income received, itemized by 
SHARE member country

Sum of all incomes

Expenditures financed from fee income, 
separately for ERIC administration and 
other common costs as defined in Arti-
cle 11 (4), itemized by purpose

Sum of all expenditures 
Balance

Section 3:
Grants

Income from EU-Commission and 
other grants received by SHARE ERIC 
according to Article 11 (5), excluding 
survey contributions, itemized by grant

Sum of all incomes

Expenditures financed from grants,
itemized by recipient and purpose

Sum of all expenditures 
Balance

The largest expenditure item in SHARE are the costs 

of the survey and the country teams (about €17.5m 

annually, based on 2022 prices). According to the 

SHARE-ERIC Statutes, they have to be carried by 

the member countries. Some do this directly, but 

most countries give the survey contributions to the 

ERIC which procures and pays the survey agencies. 

Some countries are not able to pay the full costs of 

the survey. They are subsidized by the Commission 

through annual grants by DG Employment (called 

EUCOV for “European Coverage”) that are given 

to the SHARE-ERIC.

Since DG Research has ended supporting routine 

expenditures of research infrastructures, the mem-

ber countries pay such expenditures through the 

participation fee. In some countries, DG EMPL pays 

this fee. It amounts to about €750k annually. In 

addition, the membership fee covers the financial 

and legal administration of the SHARE-ERIC, about 

€250k annually.

The international coordination of SHARE takes 

place at the newly founded SHARE Berlin Institu-

te (SBI) in Germany and is funded by the German 

Ministry of Research and Education (BMBF). Costs 

are about €2.0m annually and are covered directly 

by the BMBF without an involvement of the ERIC.

Finally, the SHARE-ERIC receives grants for specific 

purposes in research, innovation and development. 

A first example is the overarching further develop-

ment of the survey instrument in the health, eco-

nomic and social areas that is funded by DG RTD’s 

project grant named “COHESION”. Another ex-

ample is the coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic 

that has been funded by DG RTD’s project grant 

named “SHARE-COVID19”. A third project grant 

named “SurveyDigit” that has been submitted to-

gether with the ESS and should fund the further di-

gitization of SHARE is currently under review. SHA-

RE also receives project grants from the US National 

Institute on Aging. This funds the collection and 

analysis of dried blood spots (DBS) and the measu-

rement of cognitive decline and dementia (HCAP). 

Altogether, these project grants are currently about 

€3.5m.

The SHARE-ERIC thus administrates three groups of 

incomes for three groups of expenditures: 

1. Contributions by most member countries and 

DG EMPL for the survey operations in each 

country,

2. Participation and membership fees from the 

countries and DG EMPL for the routine tasks of 

SHARE,

3. Grants from DG RTD and US NIA for specific 

research projects.

For the sake of transparency, the annual financi-

al report for the most recent year and the annual 

spending plan for the current year are set up as 

profit and loss statements with the income sour-

ces on the left and the expenditure items on the 

right hand, structured by the above three groups of 

incomes and their associated expenditures, with a 

profit/loss balance in each section. The scheme cor-

responds to the new Annex 3 in the revised SHA-

RE-ERIC Statutes and is displayed in Figure 2.
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Figure 3 presents the profit/loss statement for the 

previous year 2022. It is structured according to 

Figure 2.

1. Survey contributions

SHARE receives survey contributions from the 

member countries, from DG EMPL. In 2022, we 

also dissolved overheads from US NIA that were 

earmarked for SHARE-ERIC, and a large carry-over 

surplus from 2021. In normal years, the survey 

contributions more or less exactly correspond to 

the expenditures for the survey in each country 

since the SHARE-ERIC only serves as an interme-

diary and procurer of the services by the national 

survey agencies. However, due to the shift in the 

survey schedule, survey expenditures in 2022 were 

smaller than these survey contributions, leaving a 

surplus of about €2.6m, most of which will be 

spent in 2023, see the Annual Spending Plan for 

2023 in Figure 4.

2. Membership and participation fees

All member countries except two have paid their 

2022 membership fees as of 23rd April 2023. 20 

countries paid their participation fees according to 

the fee schedule that was established in 2019. DG 

EMPL pays the participation fee for the remaining 8 

countries. Total fee income in 2022 was about €791k.

These fees are used to pay the SHARE-ERIC admin-

istration, the routine IT services of Centerdata, and 

data protection obligations of the SHARE-ERIC. To-

tal expenditures were about €638k, such that the 

year 2022 ended with a surplus of about €153k.

3. Grants

SHARE-ERIC is the beneficiary for four major 

grants. DG EMPL supported the international co-

ordination at MPG of those countries, which did 

not pay their participation fee. DG RTD supported 

innovation and development of the normal SHARE 

waves with the “SHARE COHESION” grant, and 

the administration of the telephone interviews 

during the pandemic with the “SHARE-COVID19” 

grant. The US National Institute for Aging sup-

ported the measurement of cognitive decline and 

dementia with the “HCAP” grant. Together, grant 

income was about €3.3m, which was spent al-

most exactly with a very small carry-over of about 

€230 to 2023.

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 
SHARE-ERIC 2022
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Figure 3:  Profit/Loss Statement for 2022
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Figure 4 presents the expected profits and losses 

for the year 2023. It is structured exactly the same 

way as Figures 2 and 3.

1. Survey contributions

In 2023, SHARE will receive only a few survey 

contributions from the member countries and 

from DG EMPL since most contributions have 

been paid in 2022, which is reflected in the large 

carry-over surplus from 2022. Some countries al-

ready paid contributions towards Wave 10. Total 

contribution income including the carry-over is 

about €3.5m.

Except for the early contributions towards Wave 

10, all of this will be spent for the completion of 

Wave 9 in 2023, totaling about €3.1m.

2. Membership and participation fees

Membership and participation fees have been 

changed in December 2022. The membership 

was reduced from €10,000 to €5,000, while the 

participation fee was increased from €15,000 to 

€28,500 for the midsized countries. We expect all 

member countries except Cyprus to pay their re-

duced 2023 membership fees (Note: Cyprus has 

already announced that it will leave SHARE-ERIC; 

the long-term plan will abolish the membership 

fee and treat all participating countries equally, 

whether ERIC members or not).

We expect 20 countries to pay their participation 

fees according to the fee decision of December 

2022. DG EMPL will pay part of the participation 

fee for the remaining 8 countries. However, the 

budget of this grant is smaller than expected, 

which creates a shortfall in the fee income. Total 

fee income in 2023 is expected to be about €898k, 

including a carry-over of €153k from 2022.

These fees are used to pay the SHARE-ERIC admin-

istration, the routine IT services of Centerdata, and 

data protection obligations of the SHARE-ERIC. To-

tal expenditures are expected to be about €934k. 

We will therefore face a deficit of about €37k. This 

deficit was already announced during the Council 

meeting in November 2022. We will negotiate with 

Commission services to cover the shortfall.

3. Grants

The annual grant income for innovation and sci-

entific development in 2023 will be larger than 

in 2022 mainly because we will pay for the data 

collection of the HCAP project. Total grant income 

will be about €3.9m. Expenditures for these grant 

projects will exactly exhaust this income.

SPENDING PLAN FOR 
SHARE-ERIC 2023
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Figure 4: Expected Profit/Loss Statement for 2023
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Please note that these numbers are presented for the purpose of obtaining a quick overview of SHARE’s operations – they cannot and should not, however, be used to compare SHARE against 
other Research Infrastructures (RIs) since KPIs with the same names often have fundamentally different meanings for different RIs. 
The number of users, for instance, heavily depends on the type of RI and the modes of access. Commercial partners are, for example, necessarily excluded by the nature of SHARE as a social 
survey based on voluntary participants who report very private health and economic data. Commercial use is thus out of the question due to SHARE’s strict protection of the data of its respond-
ents, which in turn affects the number of users. 
Another example is the financial volume of business with external contractors, which is obviously very different between RIs with mainly digital services and e.g. physical RIs that operate heavy 
machinery in large facilities. The construction/maintenance costs they require cannot be compared to those of social surveys. Similar specifics are to be taken account in all areas of RI operations.

FACTS & NUMBERS

Processed  
User Requests

2021: 560
2022: 570

Number of Registered Users

13,857
 in year 2021

 16,129
 in year 2022

Publications

2021: 3,380
2022: 3,740

SSCI-ranked Publications

2021: 1,186
2022: 1,316

User Countries

2021: 76    2022: 81

2021: 20
User Workshops

100%
100% of our own 
Publications are pub-
lished as Open Access

Participating Countries

Full coverage of 28 countries 
since 2017 (W7)

Policy Actors Using 
SHARE Data

2021: 594
2022: 630

2022: 27
Website Visitors

2021: 96,500
2022: 97,400

SHARE
Global Sister 
Surveys:

18

Interviews

Social Media Followers

Facebook
2021: 964
2022: 979

Twitter
2021: 1,502
2022: 1,716

Linkedin

2022: 166

530,000  
Wave 1 to 8

616,000 
Wave 1 to 9

SHARE ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2022 – 2023 SHARE IN NUMBERS
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AUSTRIA
University of Linz, Dept. of Economics

The Department of Economics at the University of 

Linz directs the Austrian participation in the SHARE 

project. Its research focus is labour economics, pub-

lic economics and problems of pension reform as 

well as environmental economics. It is represented 

by Rudolf Winter-Ebmer, Professor of Economics 

and specialist in empirical labour economics.

BELGIUM – NL
University of Antwerp, CSP

CSB’s principal objective has been to study the ade-

quacy of social policies. Its research is mainly based 

on large-scale socio-economic surveys of households. 

Koen Decancq leads the Belgian country team.

BELGIUM – FR
University of Liège, CREPP

CREPP‘s main fields of specialisation are social se-

curity, retirement behaviour and well-being among 

the elderly and intergenerational transfers. Jérôme 

Schoenmaeckers is in charge of the SHARE project 

coordination in the Belgian French-speaking com-

munity.

BULGARIA
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (IPS-BAS), Sofia

IPS-BAS, the former Institute for the Study of Soci-

eties and Knowledge at BAS (ISSK-BAS), conducts 

complex theoretical and empirical, fundamental 

and applied, philosophical, sociological, and sci-

ence-studies-related research on knowledge, values, 

man and society, in accordance with the academic, 

national, and European criteria and world trends in 

science, and trains highly qualified specialists in the 

academic disciplines of philosophy, sociology, sci-

ence studies, and their sub-divisions. Country team 

leader for Bulgaria is Assoc. Prof. Ekaterina Markova.

CROATIA
University of Zagreb, Faculty of Economics 
and Business (FEB)

FEB is the most important institution of higher ed-

ucation and research in economics in Croatia. The 

Centre for Longitudinal Population Studies (CLPS) 

at the FEB coordinates the Croatian participation 

in the SHARE study. The Centre’s research activity is 

focused on international multidisciplinary popula-

tion surveys, with dominant reliance on longitudinal 

survey data. Šime Smolić leads the Croatian country 

team.

CYPRUS
University of Cyprus, Economics Research Centre

The Economics Research Centre of the University of 

Cyprus (CypERC) is an independent non-profit re-

search institution aiming at high-quality policy-ori-

ented research in economics with emphasis on sub-

jects concerning the Cyprian economy. The CypERC 

is financed by research organisations in Cyprus and 

the European Union, through competitive funding 

procedures, and contributions from governmental 

and other organisations. The research activities of 

the CypERC are divided into the sectors of Microeco-

nomic Analysis and Welfare, Macroeconomic Fore-

casts and Analysis, Employment, and other research 

projects. Nikolaos Theodoropoulos, Associate Pro-

fessor at the Department of Economics and member 

of the academic council of CypERC, is the leader of 

the Cyprian country team.

CZECH REPUBLC
Economics Institute (EI) of the Czech Academy 
of Sciences, Prague

The Economics Institute (EI) of the Czech Acade-

my of Sciences in Prague is a joint work place with 

CERGE (Center of Economic Research and Graduate 

Education) of Charles University, Prague. Its main ex-

pertise is in social, economic and political transition 

in the Central and Eastern European countries. Ra-

dim Bohacek leads the Czech country team.

FRANCE
LEDa-LEGOS, Paris-Dauphine University

The Department of Health Economics and Manage-

ment (LEDa-LEGOS) at Paris-Dauphine University is 

one of the leading departments for Health Econom-

ics in France. LEGOS’s main fields of specialisation 

are economics of ageing, health inequalities, social 

security and health systems efficiency. Florence Ju-

sot, Professor of Economics, leads the French coun-

try team.

GERMANY
SHARE BERLIN Institute (SBI) and 
Munich Research Institute for the Economics 
of Aging and SHARE Analyses (MEA)

Central coordination of SHARE takes place at the 

SHARE BERLIN Institute. SBI is a non-profit com-

pany conducting substantive and methodological 

research at the interface between socio-economic 

and bio-medical research. David Richter, Professor of 

Psychology, is the Director SHARE Infrastructure at 

SBI. The German country team is part of the Mu-

nich Research Institute for the Economics of Aging 

and SHARE Analyses (MEA). MEA’s research areas 

are savings, social insurance and public policy; mac-

roeconomic implications of population ageing; and 

public health. Until 2025, MEA hosts SHARE-ERIC 

and SHARE Germany. MEA is represented by Axel 

Börsch-Supan, Professor of Economics. Arne Beth-

mann leads the German country team.

GREECE
Panteion University, Athens

Panteion University is a public institution centering 

on social and political sciences. Economics, sociol-

ogy, social anthropology and psychology are major 

disciplines while regional development & public ad-

ministration are interdisciplinary departments where 

cross-cutting viewpoints from many disciplines met. 

Antigone Lyberaki leads the Greek country team.

HUNGARY
Centre for Economic and Regional Studies 

The basic activity of the Centre for Economic and 

Regional Studies, consisting of the Institute of Eco-

nomics, the Regional Research Institute and the In-

stitute of World Economics, is the scientific analysis 

of the Hungarian economy, the international eco-

nomic and political environment, and of economics 

in general. The Centre undertakes theoretical and 

empirical studies in the fields of national and world 

economics, in regional processes and in other inter-

SCIENTIFIC PARTNERS OF
SHARE-ERIC MEMBERS
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SCIENTIFIC PARTNERS OF SHARE
DENMARK
University of Southern Denmark, Department of Economics, Odense

ESTONIA
Tallinn University, Estonian Institute for Population Studies, Tallinn

FINLAND
Väestöliitto, Helsinki

LATVIA
Rīga Stradiņš University, Institute of Public Health, Riga

LITHUANIA
Vilnius University, Faculty of Philosophy, Vilnius

LUXEMBOURG
Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research, Esch-sur-Alzette

MALTA
University of Malta, Faculty for Social Wellbeing, Department of Gerontology and Dementia Studies, Malta

PORTUGAL
University of Minho, Communication and Society Research Centre, Braga
Nova University of Lisbon, Nova School of Business and Economics, Lisboa

ROMANIA
Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iasi, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, Iasi

SLOVAKIA
University of Economics in Bratislava, Bratislava

SPAIN
Center for Monetary and Financial Studies, Madrid
Girona Biomedical Research Institute, Girona

SWITZERLAND
University of Lausanne, Faculty of Business and Economics, Swiss Centre of expertise in the social sciences, 
Lausanne

disciplinary areas of the Social Sciences. Anikó Bíró 

leads the Hungarian country team.

ISRAEL
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, IGDC

The Israel Gerontological Data Center (IGDC) at the 

Hebrew University in Jerusalem facilitates research 

and dissemination of data on ageing, and directs 

the Israeli participation in the SHARE project. Sharon 

Shiovitz-Ezra leads the Israeli country team.

ITALY
University of Padua, Dept. of Economics

Padua’s Department for Economics and Manage-

ment covers the whole spectrum of economics and 

management science, in particular applied econo-

metrics, public and health economics as well as la-

bour economics. Guglielmo Weber leads the Italian 

country team. He also serves as deputy coordinator 

of SHARE.

THE NETHERLANDS
Utrecht University School of Economics

The Utrecht University School of Economics focuses 

on social themes concerning the future of work, be-

havioural insights for policy making, entrepreneur-

ship, sustainable finance, and sustainability and eco-

nomic development. Adriaan Kalwij leads the Dutch 

country team.

POLAND
Warsaw School of Economics

Warsaw School of Economics is the oldest university 

of economics in Poland and one of Europe’s leading 

universities in this field. Agnieszka Chłoń-Domińczak 

is the Polish country team leader.

SLOVENIA
Institute for Economic Research Ljubliana (IER)

The Institute for Economic Research (IER) is the lead-

ing institute for macroeconomic research in Slove-

nia, which recently focuses particularly on econom-

ic, social and health aspects of structural reforms in 

Slovenia. Boris Majcen leads the Slovenian country 

team.

SWEDEN
Centre for Demographic and Ageing Research, 
Umeå University

Centre for Demographic and Ageing Research (CE-

DAR) is an interdisciplinary centre for research on 

long-term demographic trends and ageing from a 

social science, humanistic and health perspective. 

Apart from the research CEDAR also produces a 

number of large longitudinal datasets including 

both contemporary and historical demographic, 

socio-economic and health information. Gunnar 

Malmberg is professor at CEDAR and leader for the 

Swedish country team.
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